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P R E F A C E. 



IT may rfeafonably be expcfted, 
that fome general account be given 
at tht entrance of this Work^ of the 
New Scheme of Sbort-band contained 
in it.— >I am fenfible indeed that an 
Author's defcription of his own per-« 
formance is ufually^ and often per- 
haps not without reafon^ fufpe£ted by 
the Public: but the following ge- 
neral defcription of this Scheme of 
Swift-^writing is literally true. 

Its alphabetical charaders are neat 
and entirely diftindt^ fo that in the 
quickeil writing one will not be con- 
founded with another ; and they join 
with the greatefl: poflible eafe^ ele- 
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vi PREFACE. 

gaace and difpatch. The prepofi- 
tions and terminations are exprefied 
each by a fingle charadter, disjoined 
from the reft of the word ; and in- 
ftead of calling in the aid of arbi- 
trary charafters, we abbreviate by 
much more general and regular me- 
thods. The rules of abbreviation are 
derived from the common modes of 
contradion pra^iied in Long-hand, 
but point out fuch improvements^ as 
ttfaally render the tontraAions much 
more legible in Short-»hand, than in 
common-writing : at the fame time 
tbefe rules authorize only fuch ab- 
breviations, as each writer fhall 
judge, at any period of his practice, 
proportioned to his own fkill in the 
Bagliih Language. Moil common 
words are exprefTed by a fingle con- 
fonant, 6c fingle confonantand vowels 
and a fet of eafy rules are given, 
founded upon experience, to dire£l 

what 
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what vowels ill a word ought to be 
expreffed, and when all vowels may 
be omitted. Many of the rules may 
be adopted without violence and with 
great advantage into mofl other 
Schemes of Swift* writing ; becaufe 
they have their reafons ih the nature 
of our language^ and the conilrudion 
of our fen tehees. Very little burdea 
is laid upon the memory^ and the 
rules are fo diftinft that a perfon may 
takp one and rejed another at plea« 
fure.— The writing is perfectly lineal 
and beautifiilj and the Short-hand 
regular^ eafy to be learned^ and ca- 
pable, in its moft perfect ftate of ab- 
breviation^ of al mofl: incredible dif-^ 
patch.— ^To conclude i the greateft 
attention has been paid in this Work^ 
to the two eflential properties of 
Short*hand» Expedition and LegiSi^ 
lity ; one of which has never know^* 
ingly been too far facrificed to the 

A 4 other: 



viK P R E F A C E. 

other : but throughout the whole, it 
has been the endeavour of the Au-* 
thor to preferve a due proportion of 
each. 

With refpedl to the method in 
which the Scheme is drawn up, it is 
hoped it will prove fuch as to afford 
mofl inftruftion to the learner, not 
only in the nature of this particular 
Scheme, but of Short-hand in gene^ 
ral. I have indeed purpofely left the 
learner fomething to do, that he may 
have the pleafure of iceming to be in 
a good meafure the former of his own 
Scheme; and at the fame time have I 
hope fufficiently guarded againft his 
going aftray.— A Short*hand which 
prefcribes every thing makes the 
learner into a cypher, and leaves him 
a merie praditioner without theory; 
one which only furni(he$ an alpha- 
bet, and leaves the reft to him, is^ too 
difcouraging ; and fuppo&s him to be 

already. 



PR B F A C E. ix 

already, what it ought to make him, 
a proficient in the Science. In th^ 
following Work it is hoped the mid- 
dle courfe is ftecredr 

AV'this Scheme of Swift- writing 
may by chance fall into the haifids of 
fome, who have formed a general 
mifconteption of the nature of Short- 
hand, an attempt is made in the fifft 
chapter of the Introdudion, to rcc^ 
tify their miftaken notions of it. -1%* 
fecond chapter treats more fully thiui 
has before been done of Comparative 
Short-hand 'y and will it is hoped be 
of fervice to thofe, who wifli to un^ 
derjiandy as well as pradiife this Art* 
The ftridures paffed in this part of 
the work, upon the Schemes of fomc 
who have preceded in the fame walk> 
owe their infertion, neither to a jea- 
loufy of their excellence, nof a dif- 
like of their Authors, (all of whom 
are unknown to the prefent writer) 

bu( 
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but are introduced merely to illuftrafe 
the general principles there kid 
down : and though in the third chapi- 
ter it is propofed to vindicate th's 
Scheme from fbme objeftions, which 
might otherwife perhaps have been 
raifed againft it, yet this is under- 
t^k^en principally with a vidw to rec- 
tify. Qiiilakes of long {landing, among 
fome of the praftitioners of this Art, 
and to make further obfervations on 
Cofnparatrve Short-band. 

The unnumbered Specimens at the 
end of the work, will be too diffi- 
cult for the learner to read very rea- 
dily, till he bje pretty well verfed in 
the Rules of abbreviation : but the 
iludy of thofe Specimens is recom-* 
mended to him, as a ready way of 
acquiring a knowledge of the Rules 
—Let him however make bimfclf 
perfe<ft in the Jirji part of the work, 
before he proceed ta the Jecond'-^ 

If 
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If be tread Jlowfyf he will tread 
furely. 

It is a very common fault in learn- 
ing Short-hand, to give the chief 
attention at iirft to the method of 
writing ihXiX'X wifh every perfon who 
fhall Icam this Scheme^ to make him- 
felf expert at reading the Specimen 
in plate V. before he attempts to writ^ 

a fingle line of it, I have taught 

feveral different methods of Short^ 
hand to different perfons of my ac- 
quaintance at their requefl ; and al- 
ways found it beft to make them 
readers before writers. But ufually 
perfons who are to teach themfelves, 
thinking the writing every thing, de- 
vote their fole attention at firfl to 
that ; and leaving their improvement 
in reading to time and chance, fcarce 
ever become proficients in it at all : 
nay often are fo difcouraged, by the 
difficulties to which they have thus 

fubjedled 
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fabjeded themfelves^ as even to lay 
afide the ufe of Short-hand. 

I Gould have drawn up this Scheme 
in a much (horter compafs^ but (hould 
not in that cafe^ have given the 
learner a fufficient infight into the 
theory of Short-hand : I could have 
made it much longer, but was afraid 
of being thought tedious. Where I 
have not particularly explained the 
reafons on which any of the Rules 
are founded, I doubt not but the 
learner will difcover them* after a 
little practice* It would have been 
e^iy to have pointed out many other 
methods of abbreviation; but too 
maoy rules being at leaft as bad as too 
few, by occafioning vaft perplexity 
and uncertainty, I thought it befl not 
to inultiply them unneceiTarily. 

The leading principle of this 
Scheme as far as relates to the Rules 
of abbreviation is, that in the genius 

and 
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und ftrufture, of our language, wc 
ought to fearch for methods of con-i- 
Jradion, not in arbitrary charaftcrs 
pr other whimfies ; and of confe- 
quence that ConneSfion muft be tlic 
riecypherer— rand this is meant by tnc 
inaxim, fo often repeated in the work, 
that ** Connedlion is the Mafter-key 
of Short-hand," 

To prevent miftakes it is proper to 
obferye, that the Author is very fcn- 
fible too much may be required of 
Connexion, He is however certain 
from experience, that a very little 
practice will enable a perfon readily 
to diftinguifli, in almofl: every hn^ 
tence, fome word or words, which 
though expreffed very concifely and 
imperfedlly. Connexion will at any 
diftance of time inftantly decypher; 
and he has therefore in the following. 
\vork, pointed out what he reckons 
the mbft convenient methods of ab- 

breviating 
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brcviating fuch words, both with a 
view to Expedition and Legibility. 

After all^ he fcruples not to aflurc 
the Public^ that fuch an application 
of the abbreviating Rules contained 
in the fecond part of this work, as is 
by no means cxtenfive, will be abun- 
dantly fufficient for the purpofes of 
one who requires a very Expeditious 
Short-hand. 

And he thinks if he were to fay, 
that without any of them, a perfon 
with a tolerable ready pen and mo- 
derate pradice, would be able to keep 
pace with a public fpeaker, the fpe- 
cimen in plate V. in which none of 
them are made ufe of, would gain 
him credit with unprejudiced perfons. 
To conclude. 

The Author freely acknowledges^ 
that it would be a difappointment to 
him if this work (hould not meet 
\vith the approbation of the Public ; 

but 
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but, haying madp Short-hand truly 
^nd properly his Study for many 
years, with a view tq the prefent 
publication, he thinks he has a clainf 
upon their candour. — -—The general 
principles which he has laid down, 
are plain and intelligible, and he 
hopes will univerfally be thought 
juit : and the execution of the plan 
upon which he has proceeded, will 
he flatters himfelf vindicate the title 
of this Work, and convince all his 
impartial and judicious Readers, that 
it is A real improvement upon Mr. 
Byrom's TJniverfalEngliJh Short- band J^ 

Macclesfield, JoHN PALMER. 

Dec. 24.9 I773* r 

* Judging Mr. ByronCs performance too dt- 
ficienc in introdudlory plates, for many who 
would wifh to learn Short-band ; I have given 
a greater number-— preferring the convenience 
and advantage of the learner, to any honour I 
might be fuppofed to derive, from comprifing 
the Scheme in a fmaller compafs. 
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F. 37. I. 19. after /b', inlcrttfr. 

%6, »i. 2ftsTfLtff ly. infcrt ifeip. irt.} 
99. 9. in the N<tcs after »» int'eit tb€ atfi %f, 

1x5. I . for fUtt T. read /Ai// IV* 

151. I S. for /r/jF and ficonJy itadficnrnJ mmJ third, 

160. 18. after 0/, read thtfirfi amdUJI c9Mj9MSMt §/, 

i&S. 13. alter m, infcrt *vsruty tf. 

— • so. after «&#i, iuiiut n9t*witbfimmJiMg* 

171. XX. after /^ij, infcrt i^iji^tf 0/". 



Arranciment of the Plates. 

Plate xft. to face p. 73. 
Plate ad. to face p. 77* 
Plate 3d. to face p. 1x3. 
Plate 4th. to face p. x 1 8. 
Plate 5th. to face p. xi4« 

The four laft Plaut a, b, c, d, in the order they are mirked 

to' front p. 165. 
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CHAPTER L 

Objeifions /* the Art obviateai 

1 i ly yr A N Y have been deterred 
. IVA €ven from attempting to 
learn a fchcipe of fwift-writing, by 
a notion that all words in fhort-hand 
are ;reprefcnt0d by arbitrary charac« 
ters4 H^iAce they have inferred that 
a metnory aIdaoA more than hum^a 
is requiiite^ to recolle(9; the proper 
chara<3:ers in writing, or the words 
they arp intended to reprefent in re^- 
ing.-^For the better information of 
fuch perfons it feems propyl; to ob-^ 
^ery<, itkat an ^phabet is made ufe 
of ia ihort-hand as well as in com- 
:^^\ • B mon 



inon writing. But the former can 
boaft this advantage above the latter^ 
that its alphabetical charaders are 
much more iimplc, (hort and conve- 
nient for joinings than thofe ufed in 
long-hand. The combinations of 
ftrokes, which iltangers to this art 
are apt to regard as arbitrary ex- 
prefilofls for particular words^ are 
comppfed of the feveral ihort-hand 
letters which form thofe words« re^ 
gularly joined together. In this (pe- 
des of writing every letter indeed of 
k word h Ml always expreifedt but 
every letter ntcijfary for deurmining 
wbdt ivorJ is intefHkd% is written by 
its proper repfefetttative in the (faort^ 
hand alphfftet. This is done I fay^ 
As far as a due regard to expedition 
will allows but fome further method 
of fliortetHAg words being ^11 ne-* 
cftffiu7> def tahl general mlee are laid 
ddwn for this purpoftt which if both 
rational and fittple^ can ^fove nd 

great 
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i;fcat burden to the memory.— Some 
particular fchemes of (hort- writing 
have, it muft be owned^ a great va^ 
fiety of arbitrary charaQers ; but fuch 
fchemes are coming faft into difre«- 
pute ; it being thought much better 
by the mod judicious, to ihortea 
words by rules of extenfive applica*^ 
tion, than by a method which muil 
neceiTarity be very perplexing to the 
inventor, and burdenfome to the me«« 
mory of the learner. 

2« Great numbers havei I believe# 
been difcouraged fronii attempting to 
learn (hort-hahd, becaufe they could 
find no refemblance between the zl^ 
phabetical characters adopted in fwift^ 
writing, and thofe ufed in the eom« 
mon hands. One chara(fler may be 
called 6, and another d, but they cai^ 
diicern no fimilitude; and therefore 
apprehend fomething dark add intri<* 
ssLto in fliort-hand.— -Let fuch per* 
Tons take notice, that when the cha- 
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raders of a fienographic alphabet arc 
called b^ d^ f^ &c. they are not in* 
tended to reprefcnt the long-hand 
letters f but the founds only for which 
thofe letters ftand.* All the letters 
of our common alphabet are mere ar- 
'bitrary charaders for founds, which 
through cuftom they fuggeft to the 
mind, without bearing any refem- 
blance to the founds themfelves. 
'When we fee an jT, through the af- 
fociation of ideas induced by habit, 
we immediately recoiled the founcj 
It was defigned to reprefent ; but f 
is in fad no more like to the found 
it is meant to fuggeft, than any other 
tharader appropriated to it in a fhort- 
hand alphabet. He who has learned 
to recoiled at fight the found in- 
tended by any chgfrader in one alpha- 
bet, miy esfily learn to call t6 mind 
the farjit found at the fight of fome 
. ' ' other 

^ r ' • . ' ' • 

- I ' ^ • . * • . . •. 

^ I; 18 however generally moft convenient to 
fp$ah of them as reprefentin'g the Utt^s. 



( 5 ) 
Other charadter, by which it may be 
denoted in a different one. Boys,.for 
|nil:ance> at. a grammar- fchool, find 
no difficulty ia learning the* Greek 
alphabet^ though the fame founds 
which occur in our language, arc re- 
pi^efehted in it by different chara<9:ers. 
Why then fhould it be thought diffi- 
cult to learn a fecond alphabet for ouc 
mother-tongue ? Or why fhould fuch 
an alphabet be reckoned unnatural and 
perplexing ; when there is as good a 
xc^£on,at kqfit for the peculiar form^ 
o£ its chara(aers, as for the figure of 
thofe ufed in the Roman qr round 
hands ? 

J. 3. Aa objedion is fometimes mado 
to the ufe of fhort-hand, as having a 
tendency to fpOil ^md writing*^ 1 . - 
; ;This objeiSiOn would be valid ^^r*^ 
kafs, vrcvQ the (hort-hand charaifters 
faulty and imperfect imitations of 
thofe ufed in common writing! hut 
a^ on the contrary they bear no re- 

B 3 femblance 
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fctnblance to them, it is weak an4 
futile. No one wUl venture to aflert^ 
that drawing the outlines of birds^ 
beafb or fifhcs, will injure the hand- 
writing I or that frequently Sketching 
in&^ will difqualify a man for draw- 
ing a good flower ; and yet the ab^f 
furdity of either of thefe pofitions> is 
not greater than that contained in tfa0 
above obje(ftion. It will be foiiqd 
invariably I apprehend^ that the ncateft 
writer of f}iort-hand i$ alTo the befl; 
writer of the cominon bands, a^4 
n)ice verfd: becaufe good writing de-^ 
pends upof^ a certain command of 
nand and imitative genius, whicb: 
will equally extend to gU kinds pf 
writing. 

4. But almofl: every ftranger to the 
Jirti^ has always ready a feemingly 
more formidable objedion to the ufe 
of fhort*hand; namely, that ijt is pre- 
judicial to true orthography. 

It 
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It is very ftraugq that thip objodiot^ 
(bioftcn made^ ihould have been fo 
eafily admitted* For ij it really trmt 
that the pradtitioners of fwift-^ writing 
are ufually worfe fpelkrs than the reft 
of their feliow^^countryntKR f Nays 
are they not in general more exadt ir) 
their orthography t than the majority 
of thofe who repeat this obje6:ioA I 
•t-^If they be, it will be faid, they owflr 
it merely to their educatiopt th^ 
greater number of them being n^en 
of letter8.-~Now this conceffion fug« 
gefts the. true fouree of that poirvpt 
impelling, with which fpme writers of 
ihort'-hand may be chargeable, vWp 
the want of proper care in their eda» 
cation. For the future then let pa^p* 
rents, guardians or fcbool-niafters 
exercife youog people more frequently 
in fpelling i and no longer }et their 
negligence be imputed SA an objedtion 
to fo ufeful an art.-^It is worth no^ 
tice, that the great Mr^ Locke did not 

6 4 think 
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think there was any weight ih^is 
objeflion, feeing he recommended the 
teaching of (hort-hand to children* 

5. I have known perfons complain 
greatly of the time fupj^ofed requifite, 
for attaining to a tolerable perfed:ibn 
in this art k— By a queftion or two we 
may, however, pre/umptivefy zt Icaft 
determinei whether any man ihould 
fufFer himfelf to be difpouraged by 
fuch a complaint, from learning ihort^ 
hand. — Who then are the peribns that 
make the complaint 3 they who have 
learned fhort-hand, or they who have 
little or no knowledge of it ?—^Only 
the latter.^— Indolent people ufually 
afcribe thofe difficulties and incon-^ 
veniences to an art or fcience they at- 
tenipt to learn, which arife folely 
from their own lazinefs, careleiTnefs 
and inattention. But I prefume no 
thinking perfon will take his notion 
of the time or pains neceifary to ac* 
quire a competent knowledge, of and 

readineis 
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jreadinefs in the art of fwift-writifig^ 
from tbofe who are deflitute of the 
talent of application. 

Some of my readers may wifti mc 
to :fay exprefily, what time maybe 
requifite to make a perfon mafter of a 
fsbeme 6i (hort-hand; but it is im-» 
poffible tQ give a diredt anfwer to this 
enquiry « Different people will take a 
longer or fhorter time, according to 
their different capacities^ the difiibredt 
degrees of their application, jaod.thc 
comiparative fimplicity of the diifereiit 
Schemes which they, may ftudy .^-^ 
This ^ould be noticed, that finc^ 
proficiency ia all other a:cts tnd 
^csepoes requires time and diligeocej 
it js highly unreafonable tQ exppjSt 
ikJJl'in ihort-^hand to com^ as it were 
hj intuition. . -r 
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C H A P T E R II. 

^n Comparative Si{ort*hand« 

TH E jirt of Sbort-hand was in* 
ventedf for the purpofe of com-' 
mitting to writing our own tiougfots, 
Ct tbe verbal or written difcourfes of 
9tberSf with the greateji pojjible dif* 
patcb, confijient witb an eajy legibility • 
So that '^ Legibility and. ExpeditioD 
Me the eflential properties of ihort- 
hand/' * 

-■• If this idea of its defign had been 
duly attended to^ the art might pro^ 
bably have been brought to its ne plus 
ultra long ago : at leafl: we ihould not 
in that cafe have feen fo many very 

imperfeSt 

* Becrety is merely an accidental eiFe£l of 
ibort-hand ; and when any particular fcheme is 
gi^df publiCf this efied is in a good meafure dc- 
ftroyed with refpc£l to that fcheme. 
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imf>erfi£f Cchtmci of fwift- writing; 
nor have heard fo many whimfical oh- 
Jedions raifed againfi them, by num-^ 
hers who efteem themfeWes proficients 
jn Ihort-hand^ 

Almoft every one who underdands 
barely enough of this art^ to be able 
jto write after (bme particular fcheme 
with tolerable propriety, is ready id. 
pafs judgmfbnt to the difadvantage of 
a different fcheme, on the flighteft 
infpeftion of a fpecimen ; withoxrt 
being at all awar^ of the- impropriety, 
of fo hafty a decifion, or once rcfleft* 
ing how mahy circumftances muft be 
attended to, before any juA compari<* 
fon can be drawn between them. 

fUauty. — An inferiority in point of 
beauty is nfoally confidered by fuch 
perion-s, as decifive ^gainft any me- 
thod of ftiort- writing. And it will 
lye oenfefled that beauty is a defirableT 
property, except by thofe who prac- 
t:}fe a fpheme which has no pretenfions 

ta 
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to it. Mr. Byrotn has* fomewhere 
obfervedy that ^^ {hortnefs and beau* 
ty are the fame;" and every: difciplc 
of his is frequently repeating this 
maxim after him; many of tbem^.I 
am perfuaded^ without underflanding 
it in the fame fenfe as their mafter. 
Difficult charaders and unnatural 
joinings not only .deform the writing/ 
but require alfo longer time to make, 
than fuch as are natural and eafy ; and 
therefore afcheme of fwift- writing in 
which few or no fuch charaders oc- 
cur, will be proportionably Shorter 
in praftice, than another abounding 
yrith them. So far the above maxim 
is true, but if extended further it is 
falfe; for a combination of many 
fjbrokes, which will require a longer 
time to write, may not only equal, 
but even furpafs in beauty a combina- 
tion of fewer ^ for which a Jharter 
time will ferve» Beauty does not ne- 
qeffarily imply brevity j nor does bre*. 

vity 
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vity neceffarily imply beauty. It is a 
happy circumftance, however, when 
both are united j for I do not mean 
by thefe renbiarks to pafs an encomium 
upon deformity; nor arc they in- 
tended as an indirect apology for the 
following fchenie, as the fpecimens 
will fufficicntly evince ; which have, 
to fay the leaft in their favour, as 
much beauty as any hitherto piiblifhed 
can lay claim to. What is faid there- 
fore on this head, is defigned merely 
ta operate as a check upon thofc wh6 
inake beauty every thing. 

Plan. — Previoufly ' to comparing a 
new fcheme of ihort-hand with oni 
which is familiar to us, it is requifilp 
that we iilform ourfelves concerning 
the authorV general plan. If it ful- 
fils his defign, it is' fo far perffefl:; 
but if the plan be faulty, the fholti 
hand may ftill be 'tb)nfaratively gdoH 
fof nothing, ' • * 
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Mr. Jeake'a view was to avoid all 
compound chara^ers; and this, ac- 
cording to the ideas which moft wri«- 
ters of (hort-hand entertain of fuch 
charaders, he has effe<fted; and hi» 
fcheme of fwift- writing is fo far per- 
fed:i but containing only eight letters 
by which to exprefs twenty founds* 
it is comparatively inferior to all 
others; and pqfitively unfit for ufe 
through its great defed in legibility* 

A bad plan affords a prefumption 
againft any particular fcheme of fhort- 
hand; notwithftanding which, the 
plan may be faulty, and the execution 
tolerable. This is the cafe with moft 
of the fchemes of ihort^hand which 
have been yet publifhed. For in yxU 
tice it ought to be acknowledgedt 
that the fuperior excellence of fom9 
plans above others, has not always 
produced that fuperior excellence in 
the execution, which might have been 
expeded. 

A good 
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A good plan furnifhes a prefump* 
tion Jn favour of any particular 
fcheme, yet ftill the execution may 
be defedive.— -The prefent attempt 
to improve upon Mr. By ratios Vniwrfal 
Engitjb Short-band implies^ that I 
Conflder his as a fcheme of this kind* 
His plan is excellent^ the executioa^ 
though not equal to what might 
have been wi(hed, fuch as does him 
great hpnour, and both together give 
him a jufl: claim to the title of Fa* 
thtr $f rational Sbort^band: yet oa 
infpediing his alphabet, who can a* 
void being ftruck with the evident 
want of a fufficient diftindion be^ 
tween the following charaders J^h 
as alfo between fK.0 The motion 
of the hand is peculiarly auk^ 
ward in forming diagonal curves^ as 
four of thefe charaders may be tennis 
ed^ on account of their refpedive 
correfpondence with the dia^nal 
llrokes \ / ; fo that &ould no am« 

■ . • 
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biguity arife from the ufe of thtnig 
they muft fubilradt "from the cxpc-^ 
ditiou ; bat as in quick writing they 
may very cafily be confounded v ei- 
ther with the flrokes or femi*circle« 
to "which they feverally correfpond^ 
(which upon trial any perfon will find 
to be the cafe) they muft prove very 
injurious alfo to legibility*^ 

The two charadlers appropriated to 
jf are ill employed; fince g, when 
faft» reprefents the very fame founds 
and may therefore be very properly 
ufed in its ftead. Out of thirty dif» 
ferent fhort-hand alphabets now be-^ 
fore me^ feventeen have no character 
fpr J; and for many years I praftifed 
a fcheme which had no expreilion 
for this letter^ but fubftituted g in its 
(oom^ without finding the leaft in« 
convenience from the want of it. 

There 

■ ■ . ' •■ 

• To give one out of innumerably inftances ; 
Iby Mr. Byrom^s fcheme X U upon which ^ *>i 
ll hjf ii/bkh. 
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There feems alfo in Mr. Byrom'« 
alphabet, too great a profufion of. 
ufcful charadcrs on the letter /, which 
has thefe three 6 \ f fet apart en- 
tirely for it.— There can be no doubt, 
but either the legibility or expedition 
might have been made more compleat, 
had not this gentleman been fo lavifli 
upon the two laft mentioned letters. 
One of his charadters for j would 
have furniihed him with a ufeful cAp 
together with that which he has adopt- 
ed ; becaufe the one might have been 
written when the other could not: 
and one of his fs would have made 
him a much better tb, than either of 
thofe which he ufes. But the truth 
is> his diagonal curves required all this 
profufion upon L 

This gentleman's alphabet has like- 
wife too perpendicular charadiers to 
be carried upwards* 4 b i which di- 

C redtion 

* He alfo frequently ctrries his I t upwards. 
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Tt&iQn 9f the pen» in making a per- 
pendicvilar flroke, will oblige us ei- 
ther to Write very flowly, or rifle the 
confounding fuch characters, with 
Qthers nearly refembling them. In 
tU§ one cafe expedition will be facri- 
Qei^dy in the other legibility. In hA 
thP Above are fcarcely better than ar- 
hitrj^y charai^ers, for the words they 
are OX^dQ tQ reprefent> being of very 
l|ttlqfwrih«r i»£e, 

Tq thefe objedions another is to b^ 
^4Qd> 4g^U)il the f ule which direfts 
to write nfi' at the end of a word for 
THfi fbf /i And^ ajre not fo much alike 
in f9qn4# thAt Qoe may be fubftituted 
in the room) of the atber without in- 
jWfy to tihft k|ibiUty. 

Thefe are fome of the imperfeAiona 
in Mr. Syrom's fcheme which firft 
ftruqk rae». tod led me to attempt an 
icnprovement upon it: iq the profe- 
cution of this deiign other objedions 
to his method occurred » of as great 

importance 
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importance at Icaft; many evcrfights 

wcve diifeov^red^ {cveral rules were 
ffaimd to be either unnece^ary or ^•- 
ieiStive^ and there appeared to be a 
iWant (^ feme new ones, 

in this work I have carefully en* 
ideavauted to avoid the faults bdth of 
Mr. Byrom*s alphabet and rules ^ and 
}hape I ihall be found to have been to- 
derably fucce&ful. It will be thought 
^mnecefifary^ I imagine^ to apologize 
rfor appropriating /even of the mod 
43feful characters to the fame letters as 
Mr. Byrom : for the truth is, I could 
not avoid it without defeating my 
original defign of improving upon. his 
work. By this acknowledgment I 
^mean to do honour to the memory of 
jfthat gentleman, and hope my inge- 
-nuoufnefs on this head will not hurt 
me with the public. If my defign 
l^ad been merely to differ from Mr. 
:\JByrom, that had been eaiily effeded 
€vea with credit to myfclf ^ but my 

Cz intentioa 
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intention was, whatever (hare of the 
honour another might partake with 
me, to carry the art of (hort-hand a 
ilep nearer to perfedion, by improv- 
ing the execution of a plan, which I 
am inclined to think will never be ex^ 
celled. Of my fuccefs the public muft 
and will ]\x Age. 

h fanciful dejign is furc to meet 
with many friends amongft thofe who 
forget the effential properties of fliort- 
hand ; and even fenfible men are too 
apt to let them flip out of their me- 
mory. This is the cafe of the inge- 
nious author of the Alphabet of Rea^ 
fon ; as well as of fome others to be 
>^oticed in order. 

The Alphabet of Reason 
(bunds well ; but all will not agree in 
one notion, concerning what is ne- 
ceiTary to conftitute a Rational Alpha-- 
bet for Short "hand. In my judg- 
ment, that alone ought to be fliled 
the Alphabet of Reafon^ from the ufe 

of 
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of which we obtain the moft expe« 
ditious and moft legible^ (hort*hand» 
Many, no doubt, have thought with 
this gentleman, that the mod fimple 
charafters applied with judgment to 
the letters of the alphabet would pro- 
d^ce it ; yet this author has exhibited 
the iinxplen; charafters to us, and ftill 
we find they do not, and I have rea- 
fon to believe they cannot be made, 
to produce a {hort-hand equal to fome 
others already piibliflied. The rea- 
fbn is, the charaftcrs are of fuch a 
form, as to occafion many very awk- 
ward and unnatural angles; as for in- 
fiance in ^-V*^ ornament ^ --'^ misfor^ 
tune^' /\ knowledge^ iiCQ. from amongft 
the author's own fpccimens. Now 
befides the time which fuch difficult 
angles take in forming, they will alfo 
prove perpetual fources of ambiguity. 
How eafily may a perfon, not writing 
very rapidly, flide into rnvt ^V^ for 
ornament^ mrtn --^ for misfortune^ 

C 3 and 
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ZfiAnrffig /l fot knowkdge*: fuoh in- 

ftanccs as thefe will freqiiently occur 
in the ufc of the Alphabet of Reafon. 

This writer has endeavoured to 
conftrud his alphabet in i>2ch a man- 
ner> that thofe charaifler.s which re* 
cur mod: frequently, may be mod. 
eaiily formed ; but how plau/tble an 
air foever fuch a defign may garry 
ti^ith it, it is very fallacious. For in 
condrudting an alphabet for fhortr 
hand, the chief care muft be eni- 
ployed, to affign to thofe letters, 
which moft frequently occur in cort" 
junSHon, fuch characters as will join, 
with the greatefl: eafe and expedition. 
Indeed were the rule by which this, 
gentleman would apply his alphabet, 
perfeifUy juft, yet he is guilty of two 
very material deviations from it. For 
Jirfi the charadlers out of which he^ 
chufes are not placed by him agrees 
ably to their comparative eafe in writ- 
ing. 
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iri§f aiidyet he t^p\kt:iAitmtk(Mr6» 
ing t^hii-^rem^&iticm hi thtfttt ; - and 

pft/«ivf frti^titfiildy of -the oct^ii'fCAeeJ 
fif thd l«t«rs^ is Wiri JJ€fife*ft by o6t»^ 
filhiHg a letti^r-fQUttdkii^d bUt ; t^hicll 
tp^sf Wiich hi«: ari'«r^&Aim hnt iH 
tW6 iAQ!Aiic<S6 j or 'atijordirtg fo a pro* 
{iofed am^nrdment 6f iHe! Btllf but iH 

jour. ' • 

Befl<tes-the'mTfikl^^riotieed--atjk>yifti 
tMs- aft!rt}if6r Has, inf i* hoit; very in- 
confiftenlly with himfelf, rtycflcd thrd 
elMr^iSfertf / \, fo^tVd ftdt half fo 
cMfVetfkWt,' bdfltiKif^l or (ith|)le; af^ 
inning 2^ hie dnlf T«a^em> th^ thus 
th^fe Will b»e 110 dbliqrfitiis itt writ- 
ing I \*hicti» in iWy opirtioil is a cir- 
cfaiA^d^ndtf tl^ impl$«s ik) e^ctslkiice; 
btetaufe if htci noiight ^ de witli pro^ 
iftottng^Uht^ gran^ end^^ of fh^rt-hand. 
Mr. jihge/^, in hk Stenography ^ menn- 
tioilB^ hi« having beei^ fhown an alphtf- 
b6t| whieh coAMed only of an op- 

C 4 right 
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right ftroke varied in fizc and pofi- 
tion — the author of the Alphabet of 
Reafon plcafes hiai£blf that he has no 
obliquities*— but fuch fancies are end- 
lefs. One might valup himfelf for 
^n alphabet cpnUfting only of curv.es» 
zfecond iov one admitting pf diagonal 
flrokes ftlone*, and a tb^rd might tri- 
umph in an alphabet, in which only 
one fort of diagonal ftrokes were to be 
found*-<-b4]t what benefit would the 
art of fliq^rtrt^apd jderiye fi^p^a fuch 
whimfies? 

Mejleua- BfJdfuxortb and AUridge 
call upon us. to attend to their N a- 
TURAL.SsoXT-HAND, becau/e fay 
they, ** Every .chara(acr ip . thi« me* 
thod, d^^rives its form /rom the pecu- 
liar portion of the prgans of fpeech, 
jor the paiTage of the breath in the 
afl: of pronunciation."-*— Now it is 
obvious, th^t notwithflanding this ac- 
count, pf the Natural Sbort-bandf it 
may be defi(:Kqt m both the eiTentials 

of 
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of expedition and legibility. ItWM 
incumbent upon thefe gentlemen, At 
firft ifettlng out, if they were deiirn 
ous. that the public ihoujd look upoa 
the above account of their (hojiitrt 
handt as a. recomp^eodatipn of it/ (a 
have proved that God muijk^ ne^d^ h^yp; 
formed the organs of fpcech in fKch 
a nianner, that a lin< rbprefeiitift^ 
their pofition in the adt of prpnouoor 
ing any particular found, or the di- 
tc&ion of the breath by their iaftru!- 
mentalUy, fhould give the beft char 
radlcr poffible, by v^hich to repr^Jfent 
the found itfelf, in a fhort-hand . for 
the Engli/h Language. But in vgpin 
would- thty have attempted to pcr^* 
fuadis.the public, that the Deity paid 
fo muph regard a priori: to this nation k 
as to intend in the Qrigiaal formati^i^ 
of man, to give us a hint, not to bQ 
taken till near fix thoufand years after, 
refpedting the beft (hort-hand for our 
ufe^ in the adjuflment of the lips, 

teeth. 
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leedH^tongbe; palate and thiint. Yet 
io <4oQbt mUny perfons have given 
ihtfe gentlemen credit^ for feme pe- 
cuMflr excelUnce in their fchense, 
ftbfn a circutnftance which but upon 
fnch a fuppoiition^'iRUiCt be entirely 
infi^ificant. ' 

' There is mgreover a ftriking incm^ 
J^enc& in thefe^ gentlemen s^ pVan. ^ for 
at the very iame time ibat ihey pro« 
pofe to reprefef)! by eacb chat aAer^ 
the petition of tHe organs- of fpeech^ 
m the ad of pronouncing the found 
to which it is- a^propriaf^d*^ they bav« 
HCo regard to a letter-^founder'i^ bill, 
tl4th a view to apply their chara^rs in 
fuch a manner^ that their ea^ iii 
writing may fee prDporfioned^ 'to'the 
frequency of their occurrence in* the 
Effgli£b language; It? wovld be very 
iiH'pi'ifing indeed^ if thefe> different 
views and deflgtie ihould"n<^t clafii 
with* each other! They mu(l be af- 
furedly inconiident^ uBlefs the Crea* 

tor 
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tor did really, intend to give diet hiat 
moMioncd' ^bove^ vrhich nobody ?rill' 
ferioufly imagine. 

I ciught not to nezle^S^ cautionihg 
vrmersf of fhdrt^hana in thiSi place^. 
not to ftiffcr them&lves to be dscelYisdi 
b^ thfi a^>paretit lcQgt}k of charaOas^Ji^^ 
btiti tof being ihemi to the tsft of^Eurcr 
experiment; dlvrays hcmembeiiing' that 
tbejhortejl cbarak^r h that which mayi 
: Im maft expeditkujfy written. If tfaei 
alphabet of tha Natural Sh$rt^bafHl be 
thus: tried, whatever appearance it ma^^ 
h^e upon bare infpei^ion^ it wilt^ F 
amt certain from adhi^l experiment^ b^ 
found: not to agree with a lett^^ 
foimder's bill; according to their 
gentieoMns' rule^ of obferving a duo 
proportibn between 1^ eafe of the* 
charadbers, and the coi3;^parative ^e*-^ 
quency of their o^curre^ce: fo that 
}i this wer€ eflentkd to a natural Jhort^ 
bmd according to their reprefenta*^ 

tidn. 
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tioBf tlie;r fchetne mud Aill be pro* 
tiounced defedlive upon their own 
principles. 

- .Brevity.'— A fchcme of Hiort-hand 
may poifibly be invented, which (hall 
po^fs. expedition in too great a de«- 
gree«j This will be the cafe^ if the 
writing becomes illegible or neiirly 
lb,: i;byreafon of the brevity with 
which words are expreiTcd, I can- 
not fay that I: know any fchcme 
rtaliy chargeable with this fault. Mr. 
Macauley indeed feems to grant *^ that 
from the great difpatch procured by 
bis P.olygrapby, it becomes frequently 
requiiite to tranfcribe what is written 
iait:,, into the common hand to pre? 
yfirtt rniftakes ;" and forry I am to be 
obJigcd to dfioy him the honour, 
which he might thirtk bis Polygrapby 
entitled to from fuch a circumftance. 
But indeed an excefs of expedition is 
not. the caufeifojr which it becomes 
necclTary to tranfcribe from his (hort- 

hand 
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hand into long-hand. The fa<£t is* 
that Mr. Macaulcy has not only two 
places for charaiSers, one ujpoii an 
imaginafry line and another above itt 
but alfo three, nay in fome cafes four, 
different fizes of the fame charader $ 
and thefe different places and different 
fizes together^ being impoflible to be 
obfervcd in quick writing, render it 
weqeffary for him to tranfcribe. what 
he has written in fhort-hand, intd the 
common-hand to prevent miflakes. 
To confirm this affertion take, the 

following fpecimen, \U a and, I t to, 
I / lord let, ' tb the thee, ' tr trufi* 

i I 

ck child, ' pi plain, a and /^S.-^Is 
it not very eafy now to account for the 
want of legibility in, Mr. Macaulefj 
fliort-^hand? 

It is impoflible to determine, the 
comparative length, or expedition of 
tvio diStxQvA fcheoies of fhort*han4» 

frpm 
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Ifom the rerpTcarvc fpaccs ^hich any 

tluhg written by ihtm may occupy : 

]ftrt judgment is often kailily given 

AgaiAft •a ichemey by which a little 

tofs tcf paper is fuftaii^ed. The pro>- 

l^ercy of ietfgih being frequently -pre*- 

dicated of <bon-hand, by a ibiall in- 

sflirefrtence, «be leng^ of The line or 

Uaet, tither real ^br imaginary, on 

Xii^tch any thing 4ia6 been written lA 

it, fatts come to be coniklered a« the 

oneoTure of tfee wtitimgicfelf; whet^eas 

t)f two fpecimens of fwift* waiting, 

each occupying equal fpaces, onefnay 

be much longer than the other. The 

▼ery title of ^bart^btmd given to the 

art of Swift -writings fecms to have 

led people aftray in this particular j 

^nd even fome teachers of it have 
fallen into the comoion error on this 
head, and contributed to the miftakes 
^f others. Thus the gentleman upon 
Wkofe fcheffie we kft aflimaitveirted, 
informs the ptiblk by a weekly ad^ 

vcrtifcment 
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vertifement in a country news-paper^ 

that ^' in his Short-hand he has wriN 
t^n feventeen pfahns, /)ne containing 

forty^five vcrfes, in the fize of a card.** 
Is not this leading perfons who have 
but fmall acquaintance with the • art» 
to imagine that its chief objedt istofare 

* paper ? whereas the grand defideratuM 
in fliort-hand is time. Without difcre«< 
diting Mr. Macaul^'^ abilities for writ- 
ii)g7^^//f of which he has given a fatis* 
faiftory fpecimen in the twelfth page 
of his Polygrapby^ there are many 
perfons to be founds who would write 
all his pfalms in long^hand in the 
iame compafs. Without any regard 
to apparent lengthy that (hort-hand 
which admits of the greateft expe« 
dition is the (horteft; for time is the 
Tneafitre of fwift- writing. If the fame 
paragraph were written by two dif* 
fcrent fchemes of thoft-hand, that 
fpecimen which (hoiild take up tb6 
moft room> might be confidefably 

Jhorter 
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Jborter than that which fliould occupy 
the lead : I mean (horter as to the 
time requifite (or writing it; there 
might be in it fewer ftrokes, fewer 
angles^ and fewer removals, of the 
pen; and the characters themfelves, 
and the angles which occur^ might 
be more natural and eafy in the for- 
mer (ban in the. latter. Before there* 
fore any definitive judgment be given 
between them^ all thefe particulars 
are to be narrowly attended to and 
llriaiy examined. 

The following obfervations refpcdl- 
ing the length pf charadlers, will I 
hope furni(h hints which may prove 
ufcfuU 

„ !• Of two charaSlers that .which is 
the Jborter in one cafe^ may he the longer 
in another.'— '^y itfelf, or at the be- 
ginning of a word, r is ihorter than 

r\ I but let rs be prefixed to each^ 
an,d the latter will be the (horter^ as 

T rr\i \vi the firft of thqfe combi« 

nations. 
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nations, the motion of the hand is 
not only ftopped by an angle, but fur- 
ther checked by altering its direction, 
to pne entirely oppofite to ;tfeat with 
which it began : in the laft there is 
no iftop, beca,ufe there. is no angle, 
Jbut in the room of it a v€xf fmall 
portion of an arc, viz. aa much as 
will join thefe two charafters rk\9 
which is inftantaneoufly foroied, and 
the pen after an eafy twirl purfues its 
former motion. \ : . ,- 

2. To join by a loop, Ugmrfkllf f 
moryeffeSfual^ay of fan)ingfii»^^ ik^n 
to join by an angle. Thu^, , v4ty is 
fhorter than \j^f for thougb7 there is 
a portion of a fmall circle more in the 
foripGier inflance than in the latter, yet 
there is a caution neceffary in returnr 
ing the pen along the fame ftroke, by 
which more time is loft.— It is for 
this reafon that the common running 
hand abounds with loops. 
\. D \. A 
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3« A cbaraSier which begins with a 
twirls when written By itfelf or at the 
beginning of a word^ is about equal to 
two Jhrokes joined with an angle ; thu8 
^ is nearly equal to 1 . But the ad- 
vantage df the loop in joining to a 
prteedtng charafter, abundantly pre- 
ponderates the lofs fuftained in other 
inftances^ and renders this kind of 
cbaraAer very eligible.— If fuch cha- 
raders w^re rejected, their places muft 
be fupplied by others really com- 
pounded of two fimple charadlers, 
from which therefore they would not 
be diftinguifhabte ; or by fuch as 
would perpetually occafion aukward, 
and therefore long and tedious angles i 
or by a third fort refembling the Am- 
ple eharidters before chofen in form, 
and differing only in fize or the thick- 
nefs of the ftroke; which would pro- 
duce an alphabet not fufficiently dif- 
tinft. 

4» /i 
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J^.. A fmall circle joined to a ftroke 
or a curve f appears longer than it 
really isi bccaufe one part of the 
ftrpke or curve forms dfb a part of 
the circle; this is the cafe of 2> and 
6 , &c. &c, ^ 

5* Curves joined to curves ^ not run-* 
ning one into another like to nsj S f but 
forming an angle as It ^9 are longer 
than Jimple Jirokes joined by angles*, bc- 
caufe the joining is ufually more 
auk ward. 

If thefe hints^ to which indeed 
many others might be added^ prove 
ferviceable for comparing ipecimens 
of different fhort-hands^ the author's 
end in fuggefling them will be an- 
fwered. 

. X^^/^/7//y.— — Difpatch in writing 
may be too much difregarded for the 
fake of eafe in reading. I was juft 
About to bring Mr. Macaulefs New 
Short-band as an inftance^ but my 
temerity received a fulOBcient checks 
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upon meeting in the advertifement to 
his third edition with the following 
declaration;, viz. " It is fo capable 
of difpatch, that, m.any, hundred feif 
tences may be written by it in half the 
time they can be exprejfed'* The 
(hort-hand which is faid thus wonder* 
fully to excel in expedition, writes 
every thing at length, and obferves 
the moft exadl orthography; andmuft 
needs therefore be too legible to be 
expeditious.. I am inclined however 
to think it may prove ufeful to thofe, 
who learn fliort-hand with a view to 
fecrecy only ; and who can be fatisfied 
with fo partial a fecrecy, as may be 
fecured by a fcheme which is made 
public. 

In fome cafes the legibility of a 
particular fcheme of fvvift- writing, 
may be fufficiently afcertained from 
the author's plan. What is written 
by the laft mentioned fcheme muft be 
very legible, if the characters be dif- 

tindl ; 
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tin 61; becaufe words are fpellcd by 
it at length, . aecor4ing to the true 
orthography. On the contrary, what 
is written by Mr. Jcake's methocl 
muft ; be extremely defedlive i^ Icgi- 
|)ility, becaufe. he ufes no more thaa 
eight charafters by which to reprcfent 
twenty letters... The very fame marjc 
ftands with him for J and t, I and f 
have but one charadler afligned them,, 
jE» and n but one, u and w no moreji 
c s X zndi z ont^ b f p one, c ^ k g 
only one, and for wjiat r<;afQn I qaa- 
n9t imagine, y is the only (ingle let- 
ter which enjoys the honour of having 
a charade r appropriated folcly to it. 
Our father is therefore expreflcd by 
this gentleman's method, either by. 
the cpnfonants^r^r, r ftllrfdl, r 
fdr, r ; ///, / btr, . / btl, / bdl]. /, bdr^ 
I, pdl,\ &c. &p. . 

, Thci grand corollary from what hfl^ 
been particularly obferved conqer.ning 
exp$4it|0l}r and legibility is this, ^* that 

D 3 the 
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tfce csrccllcnce of a fchcme of £bort- 
hand coniifls in maintaining a dae pro-* 
portloftof each." Nothing therefore 
Can be more prepofterous, than the 
common procedure of ihort-hand wri- 
ters pradliling different fchemes^ in 
order to determine the comparative 
excellence of each. After writing a 
ftw words, expreiSTed in the (horteff 
nianner of all others in their refpeftive 
fchemes, he who has chanced to have 
written the greater number moft con-* 
cifely, triumphs in the idea that hiaf 
ihort-hand is the befti without re- 
coUedting that a few words cannot 
dtterrpine in fuch an enquiry ; and 
Without either of them thinking hoW 
far legibility is concerned in the quef- 
tion.-^-^I hope thefe few thdoghts off 
comparative fhort-hand, will be a 
means of making the fubjed better 
underfiood, and put iail end to this 
nhfcientific praSice. 

eHAPw 
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CHAPTER III. 

Of fame particulars, refpt^ing the foU 
lowing Scheme of Sbort-hand* 

I A M not aware of any thingiaulty 
in the plan of this New Scheme of 
Sbort'hand ; nor do I know that in 
the execution it will admit of farther 
improvement ; yet I have not the va- 
nity to aflert that I have brought the 
art to its ne plus ultra. Be this at- 
tempt of mine however more or lefs^ 
perfedt, it is fure of meeting with 
the cenfure of fome of thofe, who 
pradife a (hort-hand con ftru£ted upon . 
different principles J and as lam well 
aware of fome of the objcfltions whicii' • 
will be raifed againil it, I (hall con- . 
fider them here \ not fo much for t\it 
fake of vindicating myfelf, as of mak-» 
ingfome further obfervations on Short-- 

D 4 band 
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hand in general^ which I think dc« 
ferving of notice, and oi explaining 
its principles more fully. 

Linealuy.^^l am certain that its 
perfed lineality will Be objeded to as 
a fault, having heard. Mr. Byrom's 
Scheme cenfured on that fcore. When 
this objedtion was firft mentioned to 
me I was aftoniihed, recolledring im^ 
mediately how fond teachers of Short- 
hand, have always been, of recom- 
mcndibg. their fchenies as the moft 
lineal of any extant. The reafon how-- 
ever for difappjoving a lineal ihort- 
hand, ailigaed to me by a gentleman 
i^ho makes a very diftinguifhed figure 
in the philofpphical world, is plau- 
iibl^s '.He obferves, that charaders 
ijtrhich fali at certain diflances below 
• the line, affift the eye o£ a public 
fpeaker to recover the place from 
vrhich it !wa8 laft removed ^ but that- 
if compleat. lineality * be prefer ved, 
there will be fuch famcncfs of ap*. 

pearancc 
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pcarancc in the writing, as to make 
it dangerous for him to look ofF hirf 
notes. To this it is very eafy to re-' 
ply, that in a perfedlly lineal {hort* 
hand, fome charadters are fhortcri 
fome longer; that what is reprefentcd 
as the excellence of an illineal one, ia 
the perpendicular or diagonal length 
of fome of its combihatioos, and that 
nd good reafon can be given, why 
horizontal length may not anfwer the 
very fame purpofc. Whofoever (hall 
grant it may^ muft acknowledge that 
a lineal fhort-hand being more beau- 
tiful, is cceteris paribus preferable to^ 
an illinealone. — To reconcile however 
the ' -advocates of • deformity to ' my 
fchtme,'. I aflure them : it may l« 
written eithef • linealhy 6t illirieally zi 
pj^afurej as they ^111 find on a v^iy 
flight trial. ' - - 

Alphabet. '-^^ovM perfohs difapprove , 
of appropriating two <:hafaaers to-ififc 
lame confonant; but the great con- 
venience 



( 4a ) 

veniehce refulting from thence for 
eaiy and natural joinings^ not to men- 
tion other advantages, is more than 
fufficient to counterbalance a little ad- 
ditional trouble, in learning the al- 
phabet. All the charaders in the 
following alphabet amount only to 
twcnty-feven. 

Arbitrary c&araifers.^^Some per- 
fons may think the want of arbitrary 
chara(%ers an objedion to this fchemei 
but I have feveral reafons for rejedl- 
ing all fuch charai^ters^ whether iym- 
bolical or not. lA, They would have 
an appearance quite discordant from 
the reft of the writing, adly. They 
are burdenfome to the memory. 3dly^ 
It is fcarce . poBible to fix upon any 
which ihall be really (horter than the 
regular expreiiions of words ; feeing 
the fimple characters and natural 
combinations are always engroiTed^ 
before the aid of ^l^itrary chara&ers 

is 
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is called in.* And 4thly, A well 
conftrui^ed (hort-hand will not need 
them; becaufe a general prevailing 
tendency towards concifenefs^ will 
efFed more real brevity, than 9 great 
abridgment of particular words. 

Vonjoeh. — I remember to have fecnf 
a few years ago, fome quires oi pa«> 
per written over in long*-hand^ by a 
gentleman deceafed, without vowels, 
except in a few particular cafes; and 
have reafon to think that it was his 
common method to omit them, when 
writing for his own private ufe. And 
I cannot doubt but that any of my 
readers would, in a week's time, be^ 
come as expert as that gentleman^ 
and nead by confonants, with the aid 
of only a very few vowels, witboot 

' Jbefi-t" 

* I cbuid produce aloioft numberiefs inftwiccfg 
from tbofe fchemes which have adopted arbi^ 
trary charadiers, of words exprefled bjr them,' 
which woiild have been much fliortelr if writteil 
at length. 
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hefitation. There are many things 
cafy to be dane, which would prove 
ycry ufcful when cfFcded, 'that re- 
ioiain undone, merely for want of be-* 
ing attempted ; this i$ one- of them« 
This laft fentence would be very. in- 
telligible I 'fhould think, if written 
ihus : ' ^br ar tnny thngs vry efy to bt 
Jn^ whcb wd be vry usfi wn effSld^ tht 
rmn undn, mrlyfr wnt of bng atimtdi 
ths is on of tbm. Suppofe that the 
reading of fuch a fentence fhould be 
attended with hefitation at firft, furely 
a little praflice would make this man«» 
ncr of writing very eafy i and con- 
vince any pcrfon, that few of the 
rowels are neceffary. 
.' iit is true that by omitting many 
6f^ (he vowels, as direcfted in the fol-f 
lowfeg fcheme of (hort-hand, feveral 
words will be expreflcd after the fame 
manner j bfiiox inftance, will be beji 
Viiidibujii yet no ambiguity will arife 
frcim.heqce,,^.^,.^This is the /5/? apple 

I cv^r 
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I ever tafted:. This is i lioble "^ of 
Sir Ifaac. You cannot read the bufi 
apple J nor a noble beji of Sir Ifaac. 
Agreeably to the following roles fu 
will ftand for Jin^ fon^ j^»; but con- 
nexion fleps in to. bur aliiftance^. iaiid 
prevents our miftaking one: of. thefe 
words for another ; e. g. Who is he 
that convinces me oi fn? He was an 
unworthy fn of a ivorthy fathen I 
faw they« rife this mornings 

By the rules laid down in the fol- 
lowing work, refpcd:ing vowels^ bar^ 
ren and barn will both bt fpellcd Jra^ 
and many fuch inftances there are; 
but it is impoilible that' a perfon .of 
common fenfe (hould be led aftray by 
them. Who could reiad " he- in> 
tended to have built a barren*' inftcad 
of a barney or, ** fuch. a perfon's.wifc 
is ^tfr^*' inftead of barrehf «So,JbnB 
and burn, though fpelled after /jthc 
fame manner in fhort-iiand^ will ne^ 
ver be confounded wdth.each.^othcc^ 

nor 
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nor with the above words ; for in-* 
Aznce, '^ It happened the night my 
cldeft ion was 6rn^'' a perfon mufl 
ilep out of his way defignedly to read 
fuch nonfenfe as> my fon was burn. 
** I got this fear by a brn in my child- 
iiood;" a man ought to be fent again 
to fchool who fhould read barn, born 
or barren, or to whofe thoughts any 
of thefe words (hould occur in fuch a 
connedion. Thefe inftances are not 
feleded from amongft others which* 
would not be fo clear, in order to im<* 
pofe upon the reader, but are taken 
at random; nor to the beft of my 
knowledge will any ambiguity ever 
uriie from fuch an omiffion of vowels 
•OS I have directed. But if in the 
courfe of pradice, an inftance or two 
fhould occur of words, in which con- 
sedion^ without the infertion of 
vowels, would not diftingui(b the one 
from the other^ the learner needs only 
to take notice of them» as words 

which 
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wliich he is to diftinguiih from each 
other by writing the vowels, contrary 
to rule. 

Mr. Macaulcy makes a very formi- 
dable objection to the method oi dot^^ 
ting for vowels, if it be well founded; 
I fhall therefore expend a little time 
in examining it,—** One of the t^ 
rules, fays he, in other ihort-hands 
(except his own) I found to be dot- 
ting for vowels, which in comparifoa 
of ordinary writing is certainly very 
expeditious ; but perceiving that tak- 
ing off the pen, and conlidering where 
to place the dot was equal to one 
ftroke, the dot itfelf another, and 
returning to begin the next character 
taking more time than was neceflary 
to a third, 1 refolved to drop that 
way." 

It would be ftepping out of ny v^zf 
to expofe the abfurdity of reprefcnf- 
ing, that the iefi rult iri other fchemes 
of ihort-hand before Mr. MacauIey^Sp 

directed 
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directed an expreilioa for. a fingle 
vowel more than equal to tAree drokcs 
or fimple charadcrs; or to enquire 
whether hy fucb a rule the vowels 
could be expeditipufly made in com- 
parifp^ of ordinary writing ; but it 
will be certainly proper to enquire, 
whether he has ilated the length of 
the dot truly, in order. to remove any 
prejujdice conceived againft the prac- 
tice of dotting for vowels, from fuch 
a reprefentation. 

A dot is in writing the extreme point 
of a Jiroke, whicB though beguri or 
ended vifibfyf is invtjibly produced — for 
it is evident, whether the pen moves 
to the right hand or to the left, from 
a dot towards a ftroke, or from a (Iroke 
towards a dot». it defcribes a line, 
whether that line be viiible or not; 
.thus in making 1 , the pen defcribes 
the charaders 1 i in writing \ , 
the characftcfs'; j^" f in forming .tn. 
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the mark ^; in making Vli the fi- 
gure V^ * &c. 

If after the confonants are written 
a vowel is to be infcrted, and the pen 
tfetiimed again to begin a new word, 
in. that cafe, ^he dot is the comrhofi 
point of two lines forming an angle.--^ 
T'lius, in writing V 1 the dot is th^ 
common point of thefe two line's ^,£-^| 
for had the whole of the real cha* 
raAtr been exprefled upon^ the paper, 
it Would have been ^^ : Now if we 
Wflt6 the fame confonants without 
the vowelj defcribing the interme- 
diate lihci upon the paper, thus, in 
the difference between _. and ^^ is 
the real length of the dot or vowel, 
i* e. f^ . Here it is to be obfcrved, 
that the vowel is as long again in this 
lail inftanlce^ as in the two firfl: ; and 
in difierent cafes the dot will be of 

' E . different 
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. .* Xii.aU iJicfe inftances but the firft, the dot 
U made after the confonants are written. 
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different lengths ; but even in the lafl 
it is not longer than moft of the 
vowel marks^ in thofe fchemes of 
fhort-hand which have adopted dif- 
tind chara(3:ers for .vowels ; and no- 
thing like fo long as Mr. Macauley's 



own m's rtx \sj* 



As for the time the dot itfelf takes 
in making, it is in moft cafes abfo- 
lutely imperceptible ; unlefs a man be 
fo awkward as to be unable to exprefs 
it by a mere touch of the pen ; and if 
he muft needs keep turning the nib 
round and round to form it, it is not 
the length of the dot, but the in- 
expertnefs of the writer which is to 
be complained of. 

But it fecms ** the time requifite 
for confidering where to place the dot 
is equal to another ftroke." — This 
hundreds can teftify to be a miftake: 
and indeed when a man is become ha- 
bituated to this manner of exprefiing 
the vowels, he can no more hefitate 

where 
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\vhere to place the dot in diort-hafid^ 
than in common writing where he 
ihould place the tittle over an / or /> 
or where he fhould begin a fecond 
word when he ha$ written a firft* 
Bxpertnefs in this as well as in other 
cafes is the refult of habit. 

Having fhown that few vowels need 
to be expreiTed^ and that a 4ot is as 
fliort an exprefEon for a vowel as 
thofe commonly ufed in othtt fchemes 
of fliort-^hand : I prefumc I have fuffi^ 
ciently vindicated the prisidice of dot« 
ting for vowels. 

To what has been faid I toufi how- 
ever add^ that the great advantage of 
dotting for vowels, and that which 
gives it the fuperiority of any other 
mode of exprefiing them is, that in 
fwift writing they are all eafily and 
naturally omitted, to the great in« 
cteafe of expedition 3 and yet may 
afterwards beinferted at the writer's 
leifure 1 fo as to render what has been 

£ 2 thus 
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thus rapidly and concifely written^ 
fufficiently legible for him to read 
without fear, to a party of friends in 
private, or even in public to the moil 
formidable audience, if requiiite* 

Connexion* — Though the abbreviat- 
ing rules of the following Scheme of 
Short-hand are fuggefled by, and 
founded upon the common methods 
of abbreviating in long-hand, yet 
they who are determined to find fault, 
will hunt for objections to thefe rules; 
and amongil other things it will foon 
occur to thefe diligent peribns, that 
they admit of exprcfQng different 
words after the fame manner ; £rom 
whence it will be faid perhaps chat 
ambiguity muft follow* — This general 
anfwtei: however may ferve ; that wc 
do not require, of connexion more 
thaa it'is capable of performing; bat 
merely advife. to take advantage of 
tb'ofe powers of which we know it tQ 
be po^j^edf fbr the putpofe of bre- 
vity 
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vity with legibility. Hbe following 

rules direSi to truji to fonneSHon^ only 

Jo Jar as the writer himfelf is fatis^ 

Jied may be fafely done^ for his own 

reading. — Bcfides wc have already 

jfhown, that words which differ only 

in {hort vowels, may be expreiTed 

alike by dropping thofe vowels, with- 

•out giving rife to any ambiguity : 

which entirely deftroys the general 

objeftion to expreffing different words 

after the fame manner. But in the 

body of the work itfelf this matter 

is difcuffed more at large. 

Another very different objeftioti 
may perhaps be raifed by fome againfi: 
our rules, viz. that by attending to 
connetftion, the fame word will be 
written differently in different fen- 
tences : that in fome it may be ab«- 
breviated by the rules, and connec«« 
tion decypher it ; and in others mufl 
be written at length, becaufc the con- 
oedion will give little or no affiflance 

E 3 to 
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to the reader.— The anfwer to this 
objedtion is plain^ that this circdm«> 
ftance cannot afFedt the legibility of 
the (hort-hand. For if a word b© 
abbreviated bnly when connexion will 
decypher it^ it will be always legible 
when abbreviated : and when written 
at length it cannot be unintelligible. 

If it be aiked, whether it will not 
require time to diftinguifli between 
thofe words which may, and thofe 
which may not be abbreviated, and 
left to connection to decypher ; I ac- 
knowledge this is a very pertinent en-^ 
quiry ; and fliall therefore endeavour 
to give the reader fatisfadtion on thi$ 
head. — -It is certain then, that before 
a man is accuftomed to this bufinefs, 
lie . may occafionally hefitate, about 
the propriety gnd fafety of abbreviat- 
ing particular words as they (hall 
occur,— To, almoft all who ihall at- 
tempt to learn this fhort-hand, it 
will be df novel work to diftinguifli 

between 
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between words which may, and words 
which ought not to be abbreviated ; 
and like every other bufinefs to which 
they have been unaccuftomed, it may 
appear awkward and perhaps difficult 
atfirftj but like other bufincfles to 
which they have been ufed, after fame 
time it will become eafy and natural, 
and they will then wonder what oc- 
cafioned their former difficulties. The 
more converfant a perfpn is with the 
Ihort-hand, the greater number of 
words will he find he may abbreviate i 
and the more readily will he diflin- 
gui(h them ; till habit has rendered 
him quite expert at this work.* 
Further, the objccflion implied in the 
above enquiry, goes upon the fuppo- 

E 4 iition, 

* A perfon in the ardour of compofition, or 
writing after a public fpeaker, may abbreviate 
more or lefs as he finds himfelf more or lefs 
preiled for time. If he perufes immediately, be 
may then fupply deficiencies from bis memory ; 
and will find that trivial hints will then refre0i 
it. 
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fition, that it is neceflary to abbrc-^ 
viate every word which will admit of 
it; but this is very far from being 
really the cafe. All the purpofes of 
fhort-hand may be fully anfwered by 
this Scheme, to a pcrfon who {hall 
never attain to the concifeft method 
of writing it. For its greatcft cxpe*- 
dition will never be wanted, by one 
who has a ready pen y apd the man 
who is deficient in this rcfpedl, would 
not be able to keep pace with a public 
fpeaker, if every word were cxpreffed 
by a fingle ftroke. 

joining JVords.-^l think it proper 
to flate my reafons in this place, for 
reje<aing the rules^ by which Mr^ 
Byrom diredls to join two, three, or 
more words together, expreffed only 
by their firft confonant each, or firft 
confonant and vowel. — My general 
reafon is, that fuch a joining of one 
word with another, is abfolutely in- 
confident with the nature of his plan; 

fconfe* 
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(confequently ofminej-^nox can I pof- 
fibly aflign a reafon, for his forgetting 
himfelf fo far as to recommend fuch 
a pradice, unlcfs it be fuggefted by 
his editor^ when he tells us^ ^' that 
after the publication of Mr. WefiorC^ 
Short-hand, Mr. Byrom thought fit 
to reconfider and retouch his own." 
By this I fufpedl he means, ** to add 
his .^ules for joining;" that he might 
not be behind-hand with JVefian ia 
this particular. Indeed the nature of 
^i> and JVeJions Schemes are fo dif-* 
ferent, that Mr. Byrom could take 
no other hint from him ; and by tak-^* 
ing this he has, harih ai the expreflion 
luay appear, made a monfter of his 
own Short-hand. It was before 
beautiful becaufe regular i but when 
characters joined together were fbme« 
times made to iland for a confonant 
each, and at others for a word each j 
it became irregular, and therefore 
prepoAcroqs. Nor did. the cxpcdiient 

of 
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of increafing the number of vowel 
marks^ which Mr, Byrom direds for 
the purpofe of diflinguifhmg thofe 
combinations in which each confo- 
Slant reprefents a word^ from others 
in which each flands only for a letter^ 
anfwer any good end. For if each 
word *had been written feparately, ac- 
cording to judicious and well-digefted 
rules, the vowels might have been 
omitted; and the frequent infertion 
of them often occaiions a greater lofs 
of time, than writing the words dif- 
tindlly would require : and moreover, 
various combinations of this kind will 
not admit of vowel marks, neither 
are they inferted in many inftances^ 
in the fpecimens themfelves. 

Mr. Wefton's Scheme, into which 
fo many arbitrary characters (about 
140) are introduced, could do any 
thing in this way which he thought 
fit. An arbitrary character will re- 
prefent a word, when once well fixed 

in 
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in the memory, clearly; and ten 
thoufand joined together for as many 
different words, if diftindt in form 
and di(lind:ly joined, will be as eafily 
read as if they flood feparatc : but 
join the letters of your alphabet to- 
gether, and let each reprefent a word, 
and how can you call your Short-hand 
legible ? 

In the judgment of a difcerning 
reader, Mr. Byrom, or his editor, will 
be found to have been incapable of 
giving even plaujibility to this part of 
bis Schenne ; for he could not lay 
down the extenfive joining rules of 
Mr. TFeJioHi but after many unna- 
tural contrivances (little, if any thing 
better than arbitrary charaders) he 
leaves things in fuch a ftate, that great 
numbers of thofe kinds of words 
which he appoints to be joined, will 
not connedt with each other : fo that 
bis difciples, till after very long prac- 
tice, muft be unable to know when 

they 
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they may venture to join, and when 
not. 

I believe, that notwithftanding the 
difadvantages of the Scheme, Mr. 
Byrom had, and many of his Scho- 
lars have attained, to an almofl won« 
derful fagacity. in making out fen* 
fences thus cxprefled. Sadpmyw they 
will read fafely depend upon my word; 
and decyphcr other fentences fcem- 
ingly as difficult to be read. But 
which of his difciples dare venture 
into a room, with a letter from a 
correfpondent, in which many fuch 
liberties are taken, to read it aloud to 
a company of friends, before he has 
well ftudied it over ? — Not Mr. Byrom 
bimfelf durft have attempted this, if 
I be rightly informed.— It is I oWn 
amufing for two friends to endeavour 
to puzzle each other, by writing fo 
ihort as to be almoft unintelligible; 
but for ufe a legible Short- hand is 
efi. If any perfon pleafc, he may 

play 
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play fuch tricks with my Short-hand^ 
and is welcome (o to do^ provided he 
fet no additional value on it upon that 
account ; but rather claim to Jbifnfe/f 
all the honour^ which he may think 
due to his ingenuity^ in making that 
ci/cure, which was defigned to be 
clear. 

I cannot allow that I have loft any 
thing in expedition by writing every 
word feparately^ for this reafon, that 
I can lay afide the ufc of vowels on 
that account much more than ilir«. 
Byrom, and ilill preferve a greater 
degree of legibility : and though by 
joining words after iiis method more 
paper may be faved than by mine, yet 
on the fcore of time I cannot yield to 
him.-— In his laft fpecimen which is 
moil contradled, he writes for tiey 
may 6e (^, I write for the fame 
words i '^ /"; now to any unpreju- 
diced perfon I dare appeal, whether 
the laft be not in point of time the 

ihorter 
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Sorter exprefSon: and furely any 
pcrfon whatfoever xnufl eAecm it more 
eaiy, to read feveral words (landing 
ieparate and diftind:^ than huddled 
together as if they formed but oAe 
word. — My client in the fame fpeci- 
men is written ^^v-^ by the following 
Scheme it would be written ^^ ^~ or 
even r^ r-*' ' In ten thoufand in- 
ftances this method has the advantage 
thus over Mr. Byrorns*, and in very 
ftvf comparatively y does his gain any 
ad vantage, over this by means of his 
joining rules. So that I fhall not 
fcruplc to declare, that without a- 
dopting them, the expedition as well 
as legibility of the following Short- 
hand is greatly fuperior to his. 

Nor can I grant that Mr. TFeJlon*^ 
Scheme of Swift-writing, notwith- 
flanding his joining rules, will admit 
of greater expedition than may be 
attained by this; provided it has a 
tenth part of the time and trouble 

employed 



i I 
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employed upon it, which his will 
coft ; and in point of eafe and regu* 
larity it muft take place of Nhis, be* 
caufe of its entire freedom from ar« 
bitrary characSters. - 

To every man, it muft be acknow^ 
ledged, according to his particular 
profefiion, certain phrafes frequently 
occur, for which a (hort exprejQdion is 
defirable ; but for thefe an ingenious 
perfon will eafily contrive.— In Mr^ 
Byrom's Specimens a lawyer begins 
* *^'\^ I amfc for lam ofcounctL"^ 
Such liberties are very allowaUo 
(when time is really gained by them) 
for private ufe, and in a few particu- 
lar phrafes, which by the frequency 
of their occurrence mud foon become 
familiar ; but when they are extended 
through the language, and made 'an 
eflential part of a Scheme of Short- 
hand, they become abfurd in the 
higheft degree i becaufe deArudtive 
both of legibility and expedition: of 

legibility^ 
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legibility, becaufe where Tuch combi* 
nations of words are numerous^ ibmc 
will frequently occur which arc not 
familiar; and of expedition, becaufe 
they will confine the attention of the 
writer too much to the mode of ex:-> 
preffing word?. 

J hope thefe ftridures on Mr. By-* 
fotfi's method of joining one word 
l^^th; another, made in the way of 
felf-defence, will. not be thought un- 
candid ; and now fubmit the follow^ 
ing work to th^ candour of the pub- 



End cf the Introduction. 
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New Scheme of Short-hand, 



In which an Attempt is made, to 
combine the two Properties of Ex- 
pedition and Legibility in the 
greateft Proportion poflible, by the 
moft eafy and regular Method; 
viz. by Charadters the moft fimplc 
for convenient Ufe, and Abbrevia- 
tions correfponding with thofe al- 
ready praftifed in Long-hand, and 
having their Reafons in the Genius 
and Structure of our Language. 



A New Scheme of Short-hand. 



PART I. 



TH E firft ftep to be taken for 
forming fuch a Short-hand as 
we have in view, is to fix upon the 
number of letters neceffary for the 
alphabet. As many muft be rejedled 
as can be fpared, becaufe nature will 
iurnifh us with very few fimple cha- 
raders, of extenfive or real ufe. 
Vowels may be exprefled with fuffi-* 
cient accuracy and concifenefs, with- 
out appropriating diAindt marks for 
them i and of the confonants in our 
language, fome it is univerfally agreed 
are fuperfluous, to which therefore 
We (hall aiBgn no charaifiere* 
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C is rejedled becaufe / will fupply 
its place when foft; thus city may be 
fpelled^/y; and k will ferve as its 
fubftitute when hard ; as kounty for 
county. For j we may write g, the 
foft found of which is the fame, thus 
gewel may be written iot jewel. Z 
being only a harder yj may always be 
reprefented ]by that letter; thus we 
may write Sion inftead of Zion — Af-. 
tcr difcardin^ the vowels and thefe 
confonants, the alphabet will (land 
as follows, b dfg hklmnpqr ft 
^ w X y chjh thJ^ 

Having thus found what letters we 
ihall have occaficn for, we mull next 
fee what charadlers nature will fupply 
us with to exprefs them by; due re- 
gard being had to expedition and le- 
gibility.— The dot being incapable of 

joining 

* The three laft, though commonly repre- 
fented by two letters each, bei'ig in fact fingle 
confonants, are therefore inferted in the alpha- 
bet* 



( 69 ) 

joining with other r^haradters muft of 
courfe be rejedled. There are left us 
then the following eight charadlers 
ufually called fimple, * _ / \ I /-^ v^ 
) C ; to thefe Mr. Byrom has added 
J^ K^ Cy but being very difficult to 
make, and very liable to be confound- 
ed with other characters, they muft 
not be admitted into the alphabet of 
a (hort-hand, whofe properties are 
to be legibility and difpatch. 

Being obliged now to have recourfe 
to compound charaders, we are to 
confider what fort of compounds will 
join moft eafily with the charadters 
already obtained, and at the fame 
time be fufficiently diftindt from 
them. Angular joinings^ occafion 
frequent flops of the pen, and a 
fhort-hand which abounds with them 

F 3 muft 

♦ In my judgment that term is very impro- 
perly applied to the four laft: for I ihould not 
call any charadler perfectly fimple which requires 
the hand to change its firft direction. 
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muft needs have fiiany that are awk-- 
ward and of difficult formation ; an- 
gles therefore arc to be avoided. The 
moft eafy» and at the fame time moil: 
diftinft way of joining is by a loop^ 
in forming which the pen runs on 
fmoothly, and is prepared for a change 
of diredlion without flop or difficulty. 
Let us then add a loop to the charac- 
ters already fixed on, by which we 
(ball gain the following new ones 

which will all join with them, though 
fome in more inftances than others.^ 
We have now twenty-two charac^ 
ters for twenty-one letters, but ftill 
want more to perfed: our alphabet ; 
becaufe feveral of thofe already ob- 
tained 

* As many more charaders might be formed, 
by placing the loop at the end, inftead of the 
beginning of the former eight; but feeing in this 
cafe, it would be often required to j^oin loop to 
loop, they are all rejcfted aa awkward and un- 
natural. 
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twined can be only partially fervice- 
ahle. Let us therefore have recourfe 
to fmch compound charaders^ as arc 
mxt for eafo and diflindtnefs to thofd 
wo niciw pofiefs. Thefe are fuch as 
are conxpounded of a right line and 9 
fjurvc^ running into each other with^* 
out an angle ^ of which there are fix^ 
teen to be obtained ; but the five eafieft 
of th6m /• f ^ r- w will fupply our 
wants as well as more.^-^Having thug 
provided ourfelves with the mofi fim- 
ple, eafy and diftindl characters for 
ufe, the greatef): difficulty is ftill to 
come; which is adapting them ad- 
▼antageoufly to tfae letters of the al«<- 
phabet^ 

F 4 I have 

* Tbefe five aharafters are Ihorter than thofe 
with loops when they begin a word, or are wric- 
lea by thcmfelves} bat thofe with loops are 
ihorter than thefe^ when joined to a preceding 
chara&en Cb ^ is formed by adding a loop to 
^ , for the convenience of diftin£l joinings in 
Come inftance8« 
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I have fuggefled in the Introduc* 
tion, that in doing this regard muft 
be had on the one fide to the compa- 
rative frequency of each letter's oc- 
currence, and on the other to the 
prevalence of certain combinations— 
but this after all, is too complex a rule 
to be of any great ufe ; and I freely 
acknowledge that experiment has been 
my principal guide in this affair. It 
has coft me feveral years application » 
to aflign to each letter the propereft 
charadler ; during which time I have 
had frequent reafon to be fatisfied^ 
that oo great dependance is to be 
placed on previous reafonings, in ad- 
jufting the charadlers to the letters. 
I offer my alphabet, to the public as 
the refult of experiment : and, to ufe 
the words of Mr. Byrom on the fame 
occafion, ** no pains have been fpared 
** to adjuft our alphabet to the utmoft 
** nicety, by fuch an exadt attention 
'^ to continual trials and amendments, 

" as 
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c^um^ui 
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hvt^t^ 
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Vi,weU 
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Ita 
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** as was necefTary to afcertain the 
** preference of the difpofition of thc^ 
" charaftcrs in it, to any other that 
could poffibly have been pitched 
upon, amongfl that almofl infinite 
variety into which they might have 
. ** been thrown ; and if the reader 
has the curiofity to make the ex- 
periment, he will find that no 
change can be made in the allot- 
•' ment of the marks, but whjit will 
*^ be attended with confiderable dif- 
** advantage/** 

For the alphabet I refer the reader 
to plate I. in the firft column of which 
are (ttn the (hort-hand charafters, 
and oppofite to them in the fecond^ 
the letters which they rcprefent. 

Some confonants have two charac-* 
ters appropriated to them, for the 
fake of eafy and natural joinings.— 
Should any perfons think, as perhaps 

Mr. 

•Univerfal Short-hand, p. 23. 
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Afr. Byf^m\ difciplcs majF, the wanff 
of refcmblanec between the two >&** 
t fwlu I rowft own that I fee no ne- 
ce0S[ty fqt preferving fueh rcfem-^ 
blwce; and though tho alphabet 
might have looked ii>ore uniforna^ 
had the it's been as fimilar to each 
Other a« the ^s and g'%i, yet the ihort^ 
hand would have fuffered greatly hjr 
attending to fo minute and infignifi* 
cant a circuuaftance. By the prefent 
difpo&l of the charafterfii„ one kQot* 
refponds to q^ which haa frequently 
the fs^ne foundji and ks r^ tQx% from 

which great convenience ref^^lts^ * 

3eing furniihed with charad^erSf and 
h^iving applied them to the letters^ a» 
we believe moft properly, we now 
proceed to point out the beil method 
of employing them, for the purpoiS^ 
oi legibility and expedition. 

The perpendicular and diagoaal 
charaders in our alphabet, are all of 
equal heights ; which circumflance 

naturally 
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naturally fuggefls the propriety of 
placing them^ as they occur ia writ* 
ing^ evenly at the bottom^ on a real 
or infiaginary line; this of cottr£r 
makes them even at top^ where w« 
may therefore fuppofe another line to 
be drawn ; and from this higher lio4 
mofl of the chara(^rs muft needs be 
begun^ on account of their perpendi^ 
cular or diagonal directions: this doci 
not however hold good with refped 
to the firft / i , which muft be always 
carried upwards from the bottom 
line ; and r may be begun either tl 
top or bottom. 

The horizontal charaders (under 
which appellation I mean to include 
all that are not written from top to 
bottom^ or from bottom to top) not 
filling the fpace between the linos^ 
may be placed either higher or lower 
as occafion (hall require; concemijsg 
which diredions will be given^ when 
we come to the explanation of the 

third 
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third column in plate I. but till thcn^ 
and afterwards in all cafes to which 
thofe diredions Hiall not extend, let 
them be written in the upper part of 
the fpace, as their natural lituation. — 
If the learner wi(hes to be neat and 
exad: in the formation of his charac- 
ters, (which is a matter of no fmall 
importance) let him write them fingly 
for a while. 

The leading rules for joining are 
as follows.-^All unneceffary angles 
mufl be avoided, and one character 
made to run into another as much as 
poffible; thus, write «/ not e/> \^ 
not X^, <<^s^ not^X/, &c. 

When two perpendicular or dia- 
gonal characters drawn downivards 
meet in the fame word, they are each 
to be made as fhort again as when 
written feparately, for the fake of 
lineality. 

The horizontal k (hould not follow 
in cgnjundlion with a charaftcr carried 

upwards^ 



7"T:K"\4=-?^-^-f- 



'TTy/^ — n-< 
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"1/ 



I 



i 77 ) 

Upwards 9 thus for Ik write 5^ not ^ ; 
and if AT fhould follow a preceding 
eharadter brought downwards, always 
ufe ks in its room : thus for tax L. 
write taks | — .* 

In plate IL fpeciniens of the man- 
ner of joining are exhibited, which 
render a long verbal delbription un- 
neceffary.'-^ln this plate, the alpha- 
betical charadlcrs are divided into 
claffes, and the manner fhown in 
which one of each clai's is to be joined 
to the reft ; this ferves as a direction 
for all of the fame clafs, except that 
a few inftances are omitted, which 
the writer's own fagacity will readily 
fupply.-f 

As 

♦ In fome few inftances there muft be excep- 
tions to this general rule, till the prepofitions 
and terminations are learned ^ when they will all 
vanifli. 

t The three inftances in the plate which have 
a Jiar placed over them, are to be rejedted as 
fubjjefl to ambiguity — they are not wanted. 
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As (bme letters have two chara<^er« 
each appropriated to them^ it will be 
found moft expedient to begin fome 
words with the iirfl: of them^ and 
others with the fecond; but the learner 
will foon find a fort of natural readi- 
Aefsy in chufing the mofl proper^ 
without particular directions ; as thofe 
gtotkmea who pradife Mr. Byrom'% 
Scheme can teftify from experience- 
Copying the fpecimens will foon ren- 
der joining the characters familiar 
4ind eafy. 

Some characters which join unna- 
furally to moft preceding ones^ we 
liave taken care to affign to fuch let- 
ters^ as have the fmallefl power in 
|)ronunciation. H is one of thefe^ 
and may always be omitted in the 
middle and end of a word^ provided 
that the vowel which belongs to it in 
the fame fyllable be exprefTed, thus 
inhabitant ma.y be written inabttant^ 
and Jehovah Jeava^ or even Jova. 

Nay 



{ 79 ) 

Kay ^t the very beginning of wordi 
A may he omitted, if th« vowd fbU 
lowing it be expreffed : thus w-c may 
write umour for humour.— The cha-* 
rad;cr for y like that for b will fcl* 
jdom join i^aturally in the middle or 
end of a word ; but it is a vowel aad 
snuft be expreijed as ^, when it occurs 
at the end ^ and in the middle it ik 
never iR>und as a confonatit, ejccept 
in compound words, * fuch as vine* 
yard, Jleelyardi which may tbetcforc 
be written vine yard, Jieel yard, ^f* 

Thofe letters which are £milar in 
Ibund, are made in our iilphabet to 
co^rrefpond to each other in form ; ia 
fttch a manner, that if at any time 
the obaradter for one fuch letter be 
inconvenient, the character for the 

other 

4 

* Beyond is the only exception to this remark 
that I reoolledt, wtiich may be Written ^i a^ 
kehindtnty •C. 

t A conipoufld word may «t any time be 
written as two diftin^l Wordii. . 
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Other may eafily and naturally be 
fubflituted in its room^ with a real 
increafe of expedition, and at the 
fame time without any injury to the 
legibility : for it muft be a matter of 
entire indifference to a reader, for ex- 
ample, whether prepojlerousj fcrihble^ 
inaptitude^ be written as properly 
fpelled, or prebojierous 9 /cripple, inab-- 
titude. All fuch exchanges are point- 
ed out in plate II ; but let it here be 
noticed, that they are not to take 
place at the beginning, but only in 
the middle or end of a word \ except 
in the cafe of q, which may have 
greater liberties taken with it in this 
refpeft than the reft of the letters i 
thus qualify may be written kalify^ 
quite, kite.'^ 

Mr. 

^ If the learner be afraid at firft of trufting to 
i as the reprefentative of th^ he may in the mid- 
dle of a word join i and h together, till his cou- 
rage is improved ; thus, lengthen may be written 
/^ inftead of f^ \ but I prefer the latter. 
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'Mr. Byrom has affig&ed but one 
character to f and v, though both 
confonants of frequent occurrence; 
dhd vaft numbers of word^ are ren-- 
dered ambiguous in his Short-hand 
for want oi^* diftinguifliing between 
theni at the beginnings Jiotwithfland- 
ing they may be fafely exchanged for 
each other in the middle or end of 
words. JV approaches as near to the 
found of' -y as yi and *a? as a confb- 
nant is mora rare and frequently 
quiefcerit* I apprehend therefiprre that 
a great advantage is gained^ by mak^ 
ing w the eom|)>anion of "z; in this 
Short-hand, inftead of f. In the 
middle and end of wordsyand i> may 
be freely exchanged for each other as 
convenience may require ; butymuft 
heirer be written for w, but always 
!) ; hence it follows that 3 at the be- 
ginning or in the middle of a word, 
will always reprefent either ^i; or w; 
and when it ends a word it will al- 

G ways 
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ways ftand either for v ov f^ becaufe 
w is never a confonant at the end of 
a word. 

It being our buiinefs^ to make the 
greateft advantage of our charaders^ 
for the purpofe of expedition confident 
•with legibility, in plate 11. are exhi- 
bited fome contractions, which are 
produced by only cutting off the an- 
gle between two confonants. The 
ufe of thefe is more or lefs extenfive^ 
according to the capacity of each, for 
joining to a preceding character; but 
all of them will be found extremely 
ufeful at the beginning of words. 

To thofe contractions in the plate 
the learner is defircd to add /* cbr^ 
r chtf which are formed in a fimilar 
way 5 as alfo o for a contraction of tB 
1 when the laft confonant in a word : 
but this muft never be joined to ^ or / 
when ftanding by themfelves; for am- 
biguity would be the certain confe- 

quence : 
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quencc : to f and /^ it rriay, thus i 
ytb or youths </* qth or qiiotb. 

The fame kind of contradtion with 
that which ftands lafl: in the plate^ 
may be ufed very extenfively j and is 
extremely proper at the ciofe of a 
word ending with v or y^thus y" / 
J i> , &c. 

If to thefe contra£tions we alfo add 
1 from p wt or wbat^ to be ufed when 
ftanding by itfelf^ or at the beginning 
of a word when followed by an r, we 
fhall find great convenience from it j* 
as alfo from writing wn y froni the 
bottom inftead of ^: the circum- 
jftance of the mark's being begaii at 
the bottom will fufficiently diftinguifli 
it frotnjhn or wd. 

Under the title Double Letters in 
plate II. the learner Will fee the beft 
methods of writing bb^ dd, &c. which 

G 2 are 

* If any perfon after proper trials, fhali find 
he cannot keep this contrad^ion diftinft from mt 
1 , he mufl not venture to ufe it. 
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are Tery plain : all therefore that i9 
neceflary to be obferved here concern* 
ing them is, that though the beads of 
b and p are doubled in iize^ the down^ 
ftrokes are but of the ufual length. 

No letters^ need to be doubled un- 
lefs a vowel conies between : let fall 
be writtenyj//; letter leter^ dabble da^ 
ble I hxxt you mud: write mammon 
mmofi I babble bble, candid candd^ ficc.-^ 

Amongft the doiAle letters are a 
kind of contracted characters which 
may require explanation .-r-The firft 
A iBcludes in itfclf the r, the fecond 
includes the t ; therefore a fmall 
ilroke diJvrding them refp6d:ively in 
two^ leaves in the one cafe a ^ at top, 

and 

t In (hprt-band W9 always confider and fpeak 
of two coAfon^ht^ of ttie faipe. naoic, coinihg to- 
gether wi^out ah'interveiring-vowel/as orieton- 
fonant : thus, e. g. though anmverfary in its fe- 
cond fyllable begins with n, yet becaufe n alfo 
concluded the firft, we Ihould rank the word with 
an-ar-chy ; tfnd include it ki thd-daft of word^ 
whofe fecond fyllable begins with a vowel • 
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and an r at bottom ; in the other a b 
at top, and t at bottom ; fo that ono 
is properly br and the other as truly 
6t.* Thefe inftanccs will explain the 
reft.— A lofs of time is fuftained by 
making the dividing ftroke, but it 
may often be fupplied by. the preced- 
ing charafter as T fpr\ >T kpt^ &c. 
but the dividing ftroke, and every fign 
of it, may frequently be omitted; 
efpecially in vrords of many fyliables^ 
as conjiitute ''"^ ; and the adept will 
fbon be aware, that he may take an 
equal liberty with many words which 
are fhorter: but let the mere learner 
adhere religioufly to his rules, left by 
venturing too far of a fuddeh, he 

G 3 meet 

• And as b and p exchange with each other, 
they will alfo as properly reprefent pr and />/.-— 
The contradtiOns for br bt bf may be ufed even 
at the beginning of words for pr pt pf\ and. ^3 
will ferve for bp ; and pp for pb \ and fo pn for 
bn in any cafe. — The reader may be aflured that 
nb ambiguity will arife from hence vforthy his 
ndtia. 



.♦ 
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meet with fome unexpected check of 
difcouragement, to damp his fpirits 
and prevent his future progrefs. 

Mr. Byrom diredls to give fome 
characters a greater dope than ufual 
to fuggefl that they are doubled^ thus 
\ isyi \ is^'; but this is a diftinc- 
tion too difHcult to be obferved in 
fwift-writing.-r-The clrawing a very 
fmall Aroke in fome inftances without 
taking off the pen^ which is another 
method of doubling a letter recom- 
mended by that gentleman, has too 
great a tendency in my opinion to 
introduce ambiguity: by this device 
tt fhould be thus expreiTed S , but if 
in quick writing the dividing ftroke 
were made a little too long, which 
may often happen^ it would be 4 

I have prefented the reader in plate 
IV. with an additional method of 
doubling confonants, agreeable to an- 
other and more judicious one of Mr. 

Byrom ; 
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Byrom} viz. by making the preced- 
ing or following charadter but half 
its common length ; which is a fuffi-* 
cient and natural hint, that the cha- 
raScr which is of the common fizo 
is to be confidered as two: to inftance 
bv the firft combination P ^/r— the 
top of the firft charadler till it comes 
in a line with r reprefents 6, below 
that to the bottom it reprefents f, 
and therefore the whole is with the 
ftridleft propriety termed ifr, and by 
exchange //r; fo alfo *|- is tit or tAat. 
Let as much ufe as poflible be made 
of this kind of contraction, for it is 
very advantageous for expedition, 
without fubtraCting in the leaft from 
legibility. Mr. Byrom's Scheme will 
admit of few of thcfe contractions, 
in comparifon with the prefent. 

By uniting this and a former mode 
of contraction together, -f will be 
equivalent to Spetator or Spectator. 
The / divides the p (for fo it is by 

G 4 ex- 
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exchange) into pt and the fhort r 
converts the t into //. — N. B. A t is 
fometimes made to reprefent th^ by 
having the preceding or fubfequent 
confooant ihortened after the above 
xnaQH^j thus {/ is thr as well as 
ttr^ and /or the fame reafqn f is btbr 
as well ^%' btr% and fo in fimilar cafes. 
The gej;itlemen who pradtife Mr^ 
jByr^/»'s Method will, witncfs that no 
ambiguity arifes from hence.* 

It is now time to give fome ; dircc-^ 
tions for fpelling in fhort-hand, as 
far as Confonants are concerned; for 
about VdWils we fhali he yet filent 
for a while.-^ — ^The general rule for 
jelling in fhort- hand is ^^ Spell as 
yoU' pl:'e;lfl^f)ceJ^^* by following which 
direiitipn every quiefcent confonant 

.: will 

■ - • • . . ^ 

* AiA infallible way of preventing aiOibiguity 
\a (uch caiiDS is, to write the dividing firoke 
wheh / is intended, as btr 5 V and when ih is 
defigncdf to follow this method as p bthri or 
itlcevtrfa^ as the learner plekfes. 
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^ill -be dropped; and one that is 
more proper, will often be fuSfti-- 
tutcd in the room of another which 
is lefs fo.- — But a few examples will 
be better than a long defcriptioo— 
Chajfe muft be written Shaife^ laugh 
Zj^ draught ^r^//, though tho^ debt 
defy phyfic^i, acquire aquire, fcerie 
fenCi thick jhik^ fchifmj^//, verdi^ 
verditi handfome hanfuniy gnat nat^ 
foreign foreiiy writing ritingj high 
hi^ hoaell onejl^ ch;aos kaos^ rhetoric 
retoriky efther efler^ oh o, ,knap nap^ 
adjuft qjii/i^ calf it^i;, pfalmyj/?sr, kilri 
kily pique ^/>^, receipt refeti fnehd- 
'ihi^ Jrenjhipi iH^nd-iland, wrap r^p^ 
wry r/> liretch Jirech^ amends amens^ 
fpften fof-eriy tempt temt ; after s 
when d is pronounced as f, write ^ 
for it if moft convenient ; as profejfed 
\^ — het thefe injiances be carefully at^ 
tended to and uniformly imitated. — As 
he is a bad fpeller, who deviates from 
the prevailing orthography in long- 
hand ; 
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Hand; fo dfo is be, who in ihort- 
hand does not take care to correct it, 
when he can thereby add to expe- 
dition. 

The rule *' Spell as you pro- 
nounce/' though it fhould be reli- 
gioufly obferved when words will be 
<^urtailed by it, is yet to be difre* 
garded when it would add to the 
length of them; thus artichokes^ 
though pronounced barticbokeSf mufl 
be written as it is fpelled; and of- 
faragus^ though founded fparrow* 
grafsj muft have no r inferted in it$ 
laft fyllable. • 

Moreover we find in our language, 
that in many inflances, confonants 
which arc not totally qutefcent in 
pronunciation, are ftill not neceflary 
for diflinguifhing one word from an- 
other j and in ftich cafes it is proper, 
for the purpofe of expedition, to 
drop thofe confonants, as if they were 
not founded at all.— G may be drop* 

ped 
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l^ed In fuch words as ftrength^ length, 
thus vfxxXJt jirenthj lentk- 7* in fucb 
as fetch fech^ next mx^ fofter fof-er: 
A£l e£t iSi majr generally be repre- 
fented by k alone^ as contradt con^ 
trak^ direft direk: A£ts eSfs iSis may 
be exprefled by ks or x^ as fadls fdks^ 
cffeds effeksj afflidls aflix; Pt when 
it ehdlB a word of more than one 
fyllable may drop the ^, thus precept 
may be expreffed prece^;* JB^may be 
often omitted in fuch wprds as back-* 
ward, forward : Net may drop th^ 
f, as disjunt for disjunft, dijitnt for 
diflind : Mbl and tnpl may drop the 
b and p^ thus for contemplate write 
contemlate^ for humbly bumly: Mbr 
and mpr in like manner may always 
drop the b and p^ as numr for num- 
ber : and in mptr the p may always 

be 

^ Let C be the doling I ox p at the end of a 
word when no more than h or f is intended, 
but f when ft is meant, as in fuupt\ and ^ 
for hfy as in rehuff. 
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be fupprcflcd, as temter for.tempter« 
&c. &c. 

The Vowels, are all exprcffed by 
the dot in different lituations* — 
Standing by itfelf in the higher part 
of the fpace, even with the top of 
the perpendicuUr and diagonal flrokes^ 
the dot reprefents ^ ; a little lower e^ 
in the n:>iddle i or j(; fomcthiiig lower 
o; and at the bottom 7/.-*— Now the 
dot which {lands for the article a. 
naturally reprefents awe which cbn- 
^ tains no confonanty and will likewife 
ferve ioT an before a word beginning 
with a Vowel i the pronfMiii /, will 
iuit. .Equally (oreyfi may, reprefent 
dl obi ^ owe f and..» will fefve for 
wbo^^ Se^ plate |^ Vowels places. 
*■ Placed at the top, before or after a 
perpendiculai: or ^ inclined charadter 

brought 

* If the and »'s place (bould at any time 
be confounded, it will be of no confequence ; 
for owe will not fui( tb^ connexion when wh 
is meant. 
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brought downwards, a dot rcprcfents 
tf ; a little lower e ; and fo on, as in 
<he (pace; thus, \at\et\ it \ ot \ uti 

\ta\ te \ ti |. to \tui but if the cha- 
rafter be carried upward, the place 
of a is then naturally thrown tp the 
bottom ; for the vowels are reckoned 
from the point at* which the confo- 
nant is begun; e: g. A al i el iil ! ol 

i ul'y I la i. le S li i lo f lu. 

Before horizontal characters ^ro^ 
perly fo called the place of a is over 
the left-hand point; of ^ a little 
more to the right, &c.; t^ as j^^ es 
,^ is^ OS ^ us. After fuch charafters 
the vowels are placed belo^v in the 
fame order, thus, _ jfZ? ^fe^^^fd 

Before ^ w r% O, ^.is cxpreijfcd 
by a dot on the out fide of the cha- 
racter, in a line with the point at 
which it begins, as .^.^y am^ni e by 
poe Qjfi the out fide approaching pcarcif 
to the middle of the curvature^ 

thus. 
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tiius^ v^ s^; / by a dot on the CfutGidt 

of ^ iO» but in the infide of \^^ 

over againft the middle^ as /k x^im ini 

q by one placed in the infide the cha- 

raderi not far from the concluding 

pointy as nx \j/ om on^ and u within^ 

in a line with the concluding pointy 

as r^ Kjf um un. After the four cha-* 

raders above fpecified, the vowels 

are placed in a Contrary manner^ 

K\, ma ^ me rt\ mi r< mo r\. mu i 

• 
^;^ na ^4^ ne <^ nt v^. no vy* nu^ 

Vowels between confonants are 

thus expreifed; a and e are fet in 

their ufual places after the confonant 

which they follow, as T fat^ T fet ; 

i in its ufual place after the preceding 

or before the following confonant, as 

T or ^^/ 1 * and o and u in their 

cuftomary places before the follow* 

ing 

* Where thefe two different places of / are 
diftindt, as in this inftance, advantage may be 
t^ken of them tp diftinguifli one word from an* 
others as H may be kiu^ 1 quite • 
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ing confonant as T fot^ T fut. Sec 
plate IV. under the title Vowels places 
more fully reprefented. 

The propriety and even necejjity of 
expreiling the vowels after the above* 
ilated methods^ will foon be very 
clearly difcerncd by the learner; whofe 
time therefore we (hall not take up 
with reafoning upon them.* 

The dot thus employed, will ex- 
prefs with fufHcient accuracy all the 
vowel founds in our language. At or 
ay au or aw are to be reprefented in 
the fame manner as a } becaufe a has 
thefe very fpunds in different words: 

oi or 

* When one chara£ler is converted into two 
by the dividing Aroke, the top half has thxee 
vowels places before it: a and e having oneplace^ 
f one, and o and u one: in the middle all the 
'Vowels are diftin£lly reprefented \ and after the 
laft there are three places, as before the firft-— i 
By placing the dividing ftroke a little lower if 
the vowel precede, or higher if it follow, more 
room may be gained to exprefs the vowels places 
'^hut there needs little accuracy aUut it: for which 
reafon no examples are given« 
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^ or oy may be cxprcfTed as i to which 
it approaches nearefl in found ; ou or 
f w as infoundi crown 9 are to be writ- 
ten as oi^ and 00 as «. — The learner 
is not at any time to regard wh^t. 
letter or letters are employed in long- 
hand, to reprefent any vowel found *, 
hut only wnat the found intended 
really is ; and what finglc dot, ac- 
cording to the above dircdlions. Will 
beft exprefs it : by obferving this ad- 
vice he will be naturally led to write 
(as he ought to do) no niore thap t)ne 
vowel for one vowel founds whether 
it be exprefled in coinmon writing by 
one, two, or three vowel letters. 

Neither Mr. Byrom nor any other 
teacher of Short-hand, has given par-* 
ticular diredtions when to expref$ 
vowels; and when to omit them i but 
have left this matter entirely to the 

fancy 

1* W is never ^ vowel in our Sbortrl^^nd al- 
phabet, and therefore may not be joined yiitii a 
vowel to form a diphthong. 



( 97 ) 

fancy of their difciplcs; from a per- 
fuafion, as Ifiippofe^ that it was im«> 
poffible to forxnufeful general rules 
for fpelling with vowcU.— r-After hav- 
ing attentively cbniidered the fubjed:^ 
I am however of a different opinion j 
and fhall therefore proceed to give 
fome diredtioiis on this head; which 
will I hope be eafily underftood^ ap-^ 
pear natural and rational^ and recom- 
mend themfelves to the approbation 
of the learner* 

The greater the number of confo- 
nants in a Word^ the lefs will it re- 
quire the aid of a vowel to make it 
legible; thus nchr, tmfr, rmrkbl^ 
&c. are eafily read by their conib- 
nants, but to monofyllables, which 
for the moft part have few confo- 
nants, a vowel is more necefTary^ yet 
expedition requires that we be not 
too profufe even upon them. This 
general rule therefore becomes pro- 
per, that ^^ No more vowels (hall be 

H ** written 
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•* written thari are neceflary ta ad 
«* cafy legibility" — Which rule will 
exclude all the vowels in an almofl 
endlefs variety of words. — From a 
like regard to expedition we muft lay 
down this fecond general rule^ that 
^^ No more than one vowel fliall be 
*' written in any word/' * 
* The particular cafes, in which it 
is proper to exprefs vowels for the 
iake of legibility, are afcertained by 
the following rules. 

1. " A vowel which begins a mo- 
*^ nofyllable muft be written" ; as in 
addf apU cft^ elf 9 ill, &c. which could 
not be read with any tolerable degree 
of certainty without their refpedive 
vowels. 

i. ^^ A vowel which ends a mono*^ 
<^ fyllable muft be exprefled;" for 

the 

* In proper names and fuch words as idea and 
iafy^ more muft needs be inferted. 
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the fame reafon 'fi^siyj few, pay» 
bow, jlee, true, &c. fpelled in Short^ 
hand bi, fu, pa, bo, fle, tru.X 

2* ^^ In a monofyllablc no Jhort 
** vowel needs to be exprefied }' bc- 
caufe the abfence of a vowel at the 
beginning or end^ fuggefts that there 
mud be one in the middle.§ 

4. ** In a rtioiiofyllable a long vowel 
** inuft be written"; which will be 
known to be a long vowel, becaufc 
d ftiort one would have been exclud- 
ed.— -The learner may notwithftand-^ 
ing this rule,* omit the long vowel in 
common monofyllables, as, both, life, 

fake, &C, 

H2 5.^^ A 

t £ final is excluded from this rule, for being 
nbver founded we never write it at all in Short- 
hand. 

X The reafon for the two laft rules (hows the 
folly of fuppofmg, that all vowels Jiri£lly J^eak^' 
ing may be omitted in ihort-hand. 

§ Though many monofyllables differ from 
each other only in their (hort vowels, yet no 
ambiguity will arife in this rule. See Introd. 

P 44- 
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5. •^ A word of more than one 
** fyllable ending with a vowel (not 
being a final e) ** muft have that 
*< vowel exprefled"; (of courfe all 
others arc to be dropped, becaufe of 
the fecond general rule, namely, that 
*' No more than one vowel muft be 
expreffed in any word") thus aptly^ 
empty J conctfely^ divinely^ are fpe)led 
ptli^ mtij kfifslij dvnli^ better than 
aptU emty knjijlj dvinl.^ 

6. *^ A word of more than one 
*' fyllable not ending with a vowel, 
*^ but having a long vowel in it, muft 
^* have that long vowel expreffed''^ 
for next to the terminative the long 

.vowelin a word, being found in the 
fyllable which is moft diftin<5tly 
founded, affords the greateft help for 

read- 

* Though a word ending with a vowel, 
ihaulil takd after it a plural or pofieffive /, or the 
s which terminates the third perfon fing. indie, 
of the verb, yet the vowel (hould be infertcd, a» 
folly's follies V" rallies /£ . 
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reading.* By this rule abate will be 
written bate^ obey bey^ amufement 
tnufement^ admire dmtre^ private privt, 
c{pouCzl JpouJI, &c. expreffions fully 
fufficient for the words intended, and 
much better than abt, ob, atnfmnt^ 
ddmvy prvati efpjl. 

7. " A word of two fyllables hav- 
** ing no terminative nor long vowel, 
*^ requires to have its incipient vowel 
'* exprcfled, if it has one"; \ thus 
write, acorn akrny ador aktr^ engine 
engn^ image irngp efFedl efkt. 

8. ^^ A word of three or more 
^* fyllables, having no terminative nor 
^* long vowel, may drop even its £^- 
'^ cipient vowel"; as for imbelliflx 

H 3 write 

f In many inftances the long vowel may be 
omitted in poly fyllables; thus write miftakcn, 
mjlkn^ 

t When a word of two fyllables abounds with 
confonants, the incipient vowel may however be 
frequently omitted; as in accept which write 
^/, urgent rgnt^ exempt xmty expel xpU &^- 
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Xvrite ftibljh^ for improper mprpr, inr 
telligiblc ntlgbl, &c. — To this rule 
there is an objedtion ; which, to make 
it the better remembered, I (hall 

throw into a rule, as follows: 

** When the negative prepofitions in 
** im un ir are prefixed to words, 
f ^ which begin with the fame confo* 
** nant with which they Tefpedivcly 
*f end, the incipient vowel muft al- 

V ways be exprefTed"; thus write in- 
navigable invgbU immodeft imdjl^ un-r 
natural untrl^ irreligion irlgn^ &c. to 
diftinguifli them from navigable nvgbf, 
modeft mdftf natural ntrl^ religion 
rlgtif &c. 

9. ** If two vowels rneet together 
** both diftinftly founded, write the 
*^ longeft only"; thus write for idea 

10. '^ In all words whatfoever, 
** having neither terminativej long nor 
*• incipient vowel, exprefs no vowel 

V at all"; thus write banner bttr, 

burder^ 
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burden brdn, conquer knkr^ difmaU 
dfml^ &c.* 

The above rules, it will be ob- 
ferved, are defigned as guides to a 
pcrfon writing at leifurc i not to men 
that are compofing or writing after 
a fpeaker. Such perfons may omit as 
many vowels as they find neceffary, 
and fupply them at leifure; but fhould 
take care in general to fupply them5 
before they venture to read publicly, 
what they have fo rapidly written. 
The reader will find the above rules 
well worth learning, and when he 
comes to apply them they will not be 

found difficult. 1 cannot help ob- 

H 4 ferving 

^ If the learner thinks thefe eatpreffions for 
^ords, or thofe under the laft rule but one, too 
deficient, let him remember that conne£iion is 
wanting above ; but cannot he eafily read fuch 
fentences as thefe — Nothing is more disgiifling 
than an imdft woman ; The rlgn of the heart will 
appear in the conduSi-y It is noble in man to knkr his 
pajjions ; What wife man would enlift under th^ bnf 
tif vice ? 
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fcrvlpg Ji^re, that all ^ Scheipes of 
Short-hand hitherto publiihed^ are 
extremely deficient for want of direc-r 
tion$ concerning the cafes in which 
vowels, fhould be written or omitted j 
and that the above rules may be a- 
dopted into any Scheme of Short- 
hand wh^tfoever. 

It is very neceflary for the fake of 
eccpedition^ to appoint fome methods 
of abbreviating in -every Scheme of 
Swift writing : the moft. common is 
that of giving 9 particular name to 
every charadler in the alphabet; or 
in other terms^ making each when 
written Jingly to reprefent fome parti- 
cular word. This is an advantage 
not to be loft; but let it be obferved, 
that in the choice of the words which 
are to be thus reprefented, a different 
method muft be purfued from that 
which the unexperienced would pre- 
fer; and inftead of the alphabetical 
charadlers being ufcd for the JongeJ}^ 

they 
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they (hould be made to reprefeiit the 
mod common^ which in our language 
are generally the Jhortejl words. 
jMQfCover care ought to be taken, io 
to adapt the letters of the alphabet, 
to the words for which they are re- 
fpedtively to ftand, that the former 
may naturally aHlfl us to recoiled: the 
latter; the words fhould therefore be 
exprefled by their fir ft confonants in 
general ; as b for but^ n for and^ &c. 
yet fometimes the laft confonant may 
be preferable, as cb^ rather than w, 
for which. The column marked 
Words in plate I. contains a lift which 
I approve of, but which may be both 
altered and enlarged. 

Where two charadters are appro-^- 
priated to the fame letter, there arc 
in fome inftances found two words 
oppofite to them in the column of 
Words^ divided by a femicolon; of 
which the firft word is exprefled by 

the 



( io6 ) 

the firfl: charadler, and the fccond hf 
the laft ; thus, /^ is i, and f iuf. 

Some charadcrs, capable of difFe-i* 
rent fituations in the fpace in which 
we write, have a diftindl natne in 
each fituation ; thus s at the top is as, 
in the middle is, and at bottom us^ 
and the horizontal k is can at top, and 
come at bottom. — See the plate in thefe 
inftances and in m and n. 

In fome cafes I have appointed 
more than one word to be cxprefTed 
by one charader; but in the plate, 1 
have not carried (his liberty to the 
utmoft extent of which it is capable, 
even with a due regard to legibility.— 
But as I reckon the exprefling of more 
than one word by one character, of 
vaft advantage to expedition, I {hall 
endeavour before I proceed, to fatisfy 
the learner, that ** this liberty may be 
** fo taken as to be of no injury to the 
♦^ legibihty," 
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Let it then be obferved that Con^ 
NECTiGN is the mafter^key of Short '^ 
bandi and when fuch ^ method of 
abbreviating a word is ufed^ that con^ 
ne£tion will clearly and readily decy- 
pher the word, it is expreffed with 
fufficient diftindtnefs. It is upon this 
principle that in the Introduction we 
vindicate the third rule refpedling 
vowels ^ by which, words that differ 
only in a (hort vowel will all be writ- 
ten alike — See Iiltrodudtion, p. 44.— 
There can be no objedlion to apply- 
ing the reafoning there, to the pre- 
fent cafe ; and therefore all that feeing 
neceifary for me to add, is to afTure 
the learner, that it has been my ftudy, 
(and I know experimentally that f 
have fucceeded) to fix only upon fuch 
words for each fhort-hand letter re- 
prefenting more than one, as connec- 
tion will diftinguifli. Let us how- 
ever examine one inftance; fuppofe 
^9 which at the bottom of the fpace 

ftands 
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ilands for whom and muji. * Who 
can hefitate in determining which of 
thofe words is intende^l in thefe fen- 
tences ? ^hat which God delights in m 
be happy ; They are the perfons m ive 
overtook ju/i now: the connexion here 
and in all inflances^ keeps the two 
words entirely diftindSl ; even fo as to 
prevent the lead doubt or hefitation. 
Suppofe Aow we were to appoint m in 
the fame fituation to reprefent moji 
alfo, who would read whom or muji 
in fuch a fentence as God is a m gra^ 
cious governoiir? — To fhow the power 
of connection to decypher ftill more 
fully, we will infert the m three times 
in the fame fentence, io as to ftand 
for all thefe three words ; We m do 
good to thofe from m we have received 
the, m atrocious injuries. 

Such inftances as thefe. though they 
may furprize by their novelty, will 

yet 

* I have no particular reafonfor fixing on this 
letter any more than another. 
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yet I am perfuaded fatisfy the unprc- 
judicedy that the fame charadter may 
Aland for two or more words without 
injury to legibility ^ and convince 
them alfo of the truth of this gene- 
ral maxim^ that much may be trufled 
to connexion. And when I affurc 
them that all our remaining rules of 
abbreviation are fuch, as thus depend 
upon connection (but only fo far as 
each perfon (hall judge for htmfelf^ 
that be particularly may venture to 
truft to it) I hope it will prepare them 
to receive the remaining rules of ab- 
breviation with candour at leaft. 

If our reafoning above be admitted; 
we have fufficiently proved what was 
obferved, p. 105, that the lift in the 
plate may be enlarged. — As it is not 
fafe however to truft this bufincfs to 
every one^ I ftiall here fubjoin the 
compleat lift which I make ufe of,: 
and by which the fpecimens are writ- 
ten : they who are qualified may alter 

it 
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ii as they pleafc f be by, f biit puf^ 
Kj do doin'g§, ^ would doing, * c> 
had, r> (hould down, \ if of o£F, 
Qu. againft gave, o^ among give given^ 
o- God great, <r- ago greateft^ <\ he 
hither, \ cottld coming, ^ can come 
comings, ^ come common com- 
monly, b all will, p fliall altogether,, 
A them me my am, r^ may him a- 
midft, i-^ moft muft whom, v^ and, 
v^ in inftead, ^ not on one,(-f') ^ up 
particularly, C upon principal princi- 
pally, p quality concerning, / are or, 

^ as cflay, ^ is his, us whofe, 

I the thee to, ) was were, ^ extra- 
ordinary extraorc^inariJy, k— exceed- 
ing 

* When any character is repeated thus, the 
lirft is fuppored to ftand in the higher part of the 
fyace, and the fecond in the lower : if it be 
written tbricej the firft is fappofed to be at top,' 
the fecond in the middle, and the third at the 
bottom. 

t If the learner dreads any confudoh in the 
ufe of three places, he may ufe but two\ the ex- 
pedition will be very little injured by it. 
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Ing exceedingly, ^^ exaift ex4dly, f 
yet you, C which church, ^ each 
chief, flie ftiow, ^ they thither;— 
to thefe alphabetical charafters may 
be added the following, which are 
contraSledf thus /^ chair chapter^ p 
cheat, (/ greater, ( Chrift, ^ that 
thought, '\ have has half, l what^ 
?- your year. 

This lift can be of very little if of 
any burden to the memory; it is how- 
ever worth all the pains it can poffi- 
bly coft thofe, whgfc faculties of re* 
terition or recolledlion are moft de- 
fensive, if they require a (hort-hand 
which poflefles expedition. 

We have now feen, that a charac-* 
ter when joined with others, has the 
name and power of a letter of the 
common alphabet; and that ftanding 
by itfelf, it reprefents one or more 
entire words. — Now as it is our bufi- 
nefs, to make the greateft ufe of each 
charadter in fhort-hand, which the. 

nature 
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nature of our Scheme and of our tafi*^ 
guage will allow 5 -and as many words 
in Englifh begin with parts called 
prepojitions, and end with others called 
terminations^ it will be ufeful, arid is^ 
therefore eligible, to reprefent thefe 
parts of words, by fingle charad:crs, 
disjoined from the reft of the word, 
but placed near enough to fhow that 
they are connedled with it : the pre- 
pofitions at the beginning, and the 
terminations at the end, as their names 
imply, 

Ufually, the firft confonant of the 
prepofltion or termination will be the 
moft natural exprefHon for it, as be- 
ing the moil; regular, and at the fame 
time contributing^ generally fpcak- 
ing, to affift the recolledion more 
than any other — Yet in a few cafes 
fomc other may be proper : for thofe 
inftances in which I have appointed 
others, I could affign particular rea- 
ions J but Mr. Byrom'% general one 

on 
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on a iimilar occaiion^ will be fooned 
given; ** to avoid greater inconve- 
*^ niences I was obliged to do it." 

The prepofitions I have made choice 
of will be feen in plate I. under that 
title. Be^ ob, de^ re^ an^ in, un, are - 
inferted in the lift^ becaufe in fome 
few cafes^ it will contribute to the 
beauty oi the writing, to have thefe 
prepofitions disjoined; as kj%A(. ra- 
ther than "01 C 5 the reft of the pre- 
pofitions fhould be ufually writtea 
, whenever they occur. — To thofe in 
plate L muft be added the lift in. 
plate III. under the title Compound 
Prepofitions ; which except in one or 
two inftances, are exprefled by the 
iirft confonants of the fingle prepofi- 
tions of which they are compofed. 
-^To the prepofitions both fingle and 
compound, the following additions 
may be made— write intro as inter, en 
as in, kk for concom, np (the firft p) 
interpre, mnp mifinterpre, mp (the fe- 

I cond 
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cond pj impro, np (fecond pj unpro, 
ntn mifin miiinter, rp repre, mrpf 
mifrepre, dtn decom,— perhaps there 
may be a few prepofitions overlooked , 
but the learner will contrive for them 
by analogy-. 

The following rnle will be fufii- 
cient to (how the proper ufe of the 
prepofitionsj by negledUng to lay 
down which, Mr. Byrom has left the 
legibility of his Short-hand much lefs 
perfei^ than it might have been. 

* Horizontal prepofitions, and the 

♦ curves which anfwcr to them, fuch 
^ as m and n^ mufl be placed in the 
^ middle or at the bottom of the 

• Space; but thofe which are per- 
^ pendicular or diagonal, muft be 

* nrnde fliorter by one third than 

* ufual ; and may therefore be placed 

* either in the upper or lower part 

• of the fpacc as moft convenient.* * 

Sec 

* The karner wil( obferve that the prepofi- 
tio«9l charaders are to be ufed only at the begin^ 
ning of words. 
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See the examples in plate V. from 
which ftrike remember. 

Fijrther^ * If a vowel precede ^ 
^.prepofition it may be entirely omit- 
^ ted j. thus write accommodate com^ 
$datet appropriate prapriate.^ 
,. * If it be neceffary at any time to 

* Write a vowel immediately follow- 
^ ing a prepofition^ prefix it to the next 

* CDnibnanti! a* connive ^> not r^) 
•^For a prepofition, for reafons which 
will be fq^jt-in the fecond part of this 
worjc^ iUttft.not have any vowel pre- 
fixed or fiibjoined to it. 

- : Thofe confonaAts which arc not 
appointed tP be ufed for particular 
prcpofitionSi may be employed as a 
kind of prepofitions at large^ to ex- 
pfcfs the firfl part of a compound 

la word; 

* If an X follow the prepofittoo, and a cha- 
rafter which requires the dividing mark follow 
the i, s may be joined to the prepofitioni and 
converted into the dividing ftroke, thus k^ 
infult. 
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word 5^ as gentle-man oT^, gentle* 
woman o-X^ , ginger-bread o-P^* 
landlord ff^. — ^^— Compound words 
which cannot be thus exprefTed^ as 
begiiining with a confonant already 
appropriated to fome prepofition, may 
be either joined or disjoined as plea- 
fiire or convenience fliall didtate^ as 
coach-man r^r^ <^ '"^ . 

Let it be noticed with refpeft td 
the terminative charadlers, that they 
are never to be ufed in writing rtiono- 
iyllables : which being obfervcd, they 
may be made either long or (hort at 
pleafure, and fet in any part of the 
ipace, as mofl convenient ; becaufc 
they wijl be diftinguiihed, by the 
mere circumftance of being disjoined, 
from common letters; whereas the 
prepoiitions in all cafes would not. 
The termination ing * is an excep- 
tion which muft be always written at 
the bottom, and mgs at top. 

The 

^ See Grammatical Marks, plate III. 
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The terminative mark s is alfo 
another exception to the general rule, 
and muft be placed higher or lower 
in the (pace, according as the vowel 
which begins the termination for 
which it ilahds^ fhall regularly re-^ 
quire> Let it be obferved^ that 
though in the plate it appears to re-^ 
prefent only at ion etion, &c. yet it is 
intended to ftand for tion with the laft 
vowel and confonants of any fyllable 
immediately preceding tion e. g. for 
a£fion, &c. enfion^ CSc. inStion^ ^c. op^ 
tion, &c. umption, &c. &c. ¥xon\ 
the omiffion of the confoqants pre- 
ceding tion in thefe inftances, no am-^ 
biguity will arife, as long as care is 
taken, that the vowels before each 
confonant be duly expreffed : e. gp 
He was a man of wonderful invetion, 
will naturally be read invention: He 
got no honour by his (hare in the 
tr an/a tion, i. e. tranfaStion^ 

I 3 If 
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If this tef minative mark follow ^ 
s, r^ k, K^ X, the firft vowel of th^ 
termination ftiould be fuggeftcd by 
placing the ^ ^ in that vowels plaC9 
with refpe<5b to the preceding charac- 
ter; thus for afcenfion write *^ the 
point of the terminative s, being in 
the ^'s place of the preceding s, (hows 
the vowel intended. 

The learner is defired to talce no- 
tice, that Jh is dcfigned to reprefent 
the termination Jhip, which there was 
not convenient room to infcrt in the 
plate. 

* If one termination follow an- 
^ other, the laft muft be written at 
^ length ;' as poffibility (£ or without 
the dividing ftroke C£* tejiamentary 

^ If a prepofition and termination 

* compofe the whole of a word, ci- 

* ther one or thfe other as the writer 

* pleafes, muft be written at length;* 

as 
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as comical r-^ or r-V , traniition l^-^^ 
or I v.* 

There is one general method of 
contradion which it is I fuppofc 
almoft needlefs to mention; namely 
to abbreviate in (hort-hand the words 
which it is ufual to abbreviate in 
common writing ; exprefling no tnore 
in the former^ than is done in the 
latter ; e. g. Dr for Dodlor, Mr. for 
Mifler^ admnr for adminiflrator^ &c«i 
fo for ever always virrite e'er / ,, for 
even e'en ^, for over o'er ./ ; — The 
three laft contraflions may be even 
ufed in compofition, thus for deliver 
write deVer^ eventide e'entide^ overtake 
o'ertake^ and for every e'ery X ; or cut- 
ting off the e /' I which will always 
be diftinguifhed by conneStion from 
wry or rye. Poetic contra<flioni 
may be ufed in common, as morn for 

I 4 morning 

* No prepofitive nor terminative chara£ler 
fliould be prefixed' or fubjoined to monofyllables. 
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morning, trump for trumpet, even or 
een for evening. 

It is very ufual in common writing 
to contradt two words into one, but 
this practice I advifa the learner not 
to imitate ; for in thofe inftances in 
which it is commonly done, it will 
for the moft part take longer time to 
exprefs them after that manner, than 
to write the words feparately; thus 
be will ^w / is (horter than he'll Yf 
will not i w than won't ^ , and can^ 
not "^ ^ than can't '^ , &c. &c. 

A perfon poffefled of the true fpi- 
rit of fliort-hand, will not be able to 
bear any intermixture of common 
characters in the writing; but will 
reqiiire a uniforniity in the look of 
the whole. Short-hand and long* 
hand blended together, make a pre- 
pofterous and monftrous appearance: 
if the intermixture be neceffary, the 
Scheme of Short-hand muft be very 
faulty; if not, the writer has beei> 

too 
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too indolent to make himfelf mafter 
of it. I advife the learner by no 
means to blend one with another. 

So great an advocate ani I for the 
uniform appearance of fliort-writing, 
that in plate IIL I have given fhorter 
expreflions for figures than the com- 
mon : to which, in order to diftin- 
guifh them in writing from literal 
characters, 1 propofe that this mark 
Y ihould be prefixed, at the bottom 
of the fpace before numeral figures, and 
at the top before ordinal, thus ^ is 
12, ^M twelfth. Thefe chara<fters 
may be joined together in any num- 
ber which will be kept within the 
fpace ; but if at any time one or more 
would exceed it, or the joining be 
inconvenient, you may disjoin : write 
1774 ^^^P^, 234528 /l/idj a cypher 
is exprefTed by o , as 20 /b > 50 

/o), 504 ^, 7062 ^, 809 yfi^s 
but when two or more come toge- 
ther, all buf the firfl muft be expreffed 

by 
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hy dots, M 200 yb f 5000 />'j 

50034 /Mf 500034 y^-A* 

This method of expreifing figures 
h fhorter, except in a very few in- 
fiances, than the common 1 equally 
difkinA, becaufe of the figure mark 
prefixed; and more beautiful, be- 
caufe it gives a uniform appearance to 
ill the writing. It is not however 
ciTential to the fhort-hand ; therefore 
t learner who is of a different opinion 
Inay ufe the common figures. 

For the fake of uniformity in the 
appearance of the writiag, and from 
a regard to general beauty, I have 
alfo in plate III. propofed fome new 
ftops.-~Of thefe I like the comma 
the leaft of all, becaufe it is longer 
than the mark ufed in long-hand: 
but as it is a very common flop, I 
wpuld recommend the exprefling it 
at all times, by a fpace fomewhat 
greater than is ufual between word 
and word, ihftead of any mark at 

all: 
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all : and in quick writing, when ncat^^ 
nefs muft give way to expedition, let 
all the flops as well as the comnia^ 
be exprefled by fpaces onlyi each be- 
ing proportioned to the length of the 
ftop omitted. — Stops like figures, af-. 
ter all, may be exprefled agreeably 
to the particular fancy of the writer. 
' They who are as great friends to 
the uniform appearance of (hort- 
writing as I am, will chufe inftead of 
letters, or the common reference-' 
marks f to ufe thofe in plate III, others 
may pleafe themfelves.— -iST. S. The 
marks fhould be made fmaller than 
in the plate^ and fet at the bottom of 
the fpace# 
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A New Scheme of Short-hand. 

P A R T II. 

TH E firft part of this work con« 
tains the fimple plan of the 
Short-hand; and furnishes a Scheme 
of Swift-writing which is perfedly 
tegular, very legible, and fufficiently 
expeditious for common purpofes. 
The fpecimen contained in plate V« 
^ill, I apprehend, fpeak fuificiently 
in its behalf, and recommend it to 
the pradice of thofe who will take 
the trouble of examining it. Thej 
who wi(h to attain to all the cxpe«» 
dition, which with a due regard to 
legibility may be derived from the 
nature of the plan, will attend me 
through this fecond part; in which 

they 
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ihty will find certain rules of zbhtt^ 
yiaciOn» founded upon^ and fuggefled 
by, ni^ods which are commonly 
pradtifed in long-hand. 

. I Jiaye wdeaVQurcd in thft firft part 
to {how, that each letter of our al- 
phabet, may be made to reprefcnt 
two or more different words, without 
Zfahigmty to the reader, p. iq8.» ' h v 
Xbi^is a matter of fo muchimportance 
IP 1^9 learner^ and ha$ been fo little, if 
^j. »Jl noticed ^nid attended to W fliort^ 
^i1|q4: ^riter$> that a fuller proof may 
ACj wiibed for^ and even fuller than 
^njwf attaintdbut.by repeated trijals 
«hd earpcrieuce^-^Yct fiirely fome de- 
greelof confidence is : due to the re^ 
ptefeiitations of a writer, on a fub<» 
j|ed which hardly any one can be 
foppofed to have ftudied like hitn«- 
ielf 1 till a fair and impartial enqutry 
ihall have convided him either ctf 

sniilake or mifreprefcntation. 

It 
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It may be of fomc weight to con- 
firm our affertions and reafonings in 
p. io8, and to prepare the .reader for 
the rules which are to follow, (which 
are founded upon this maxim, that 
Connexion is the Majier^key of Short-- 
band) if we fhow that the letters of 
the alphabet may in a variety of in- 
flanccs, ftand for feveral different 
words befides thofe already aligned 
to them, without fubtradling at all 
from legibility. 

In our compleat lift of words ex- 
prtffed by a fingle alphabetical cha- 
ra6ler each, we have made m the re- 
prefentative of whom, muji^ and mofi^ 
yet are not the following fcntcnccs, 
in which m ftands for none of thefe, 
very intelligible ? Our merchants re*- 
ceived large orders out of Germany 
by the laft Dutch m. There have 
lately been fome violent eruptions of 
m iEtna. At Cana of Gallilee Jefus 

wrought his firft m. Izm zm more 

finned 
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finned againft than finning ; &c.-— 
Let us for further fatisfai^ion take 
another letter ; / for inftance^ which 
ilands for tbe^ tbee, and to ; and try 
it after the fame manner. The 
Chriflian's guide is the new /. He 
is to take his t at the Old Bailey. 
Dinner was juft fet upon the /. He 
was a rnan of a very uneven /. — I do 
not know whether fome perfons may 
not hefitate about the meaning of an 
/» or a / in fome of the above fen* 
fences ; for though I aiTert that Con^ 
neiSiion is the Ma/ler-key of Short ^ 
band, I do not fuppofe every one ca- 
pable of turning this key with equal 
adroitnefs. Some will eafily read the 
above fentences^ fome would read 
them if more contracted, others per- 
haps would not chufe to have con- 
traded them at all ; but let it be no- 
ticed, that the mode of abbreviation 
is all that we are coniidering i and if 
that be allowed in the general to be 

confident 
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cdnfiftent with an cafy legibility, evcfy 
one muft avail himfelf of it as far as 
he is fenfible that he fafely may. I 
fuppofe that none to whom flhort- 
hand is an objed: Worthy of attention^ 
are incapable of making fome advan<i> 
tage of it.— I beg it may be noticed 
in this place^ aild remembered 
throughout the remainder of this 
work, that our reafoning is not in- 
tended to vindicate the fpecimens 
which we may produce of the fevcral 
methods of abbreviation adopted by 
us; but merely the methods tbem^ 
f elves: leaving to every one to judge 
for himfelf, what ufe he fhall make 
of each ; or whether he may not to- 
tally rejedt fome of them. 

With refped to the above niode of 
abbreviation^ it is not urged upon the 
learner; though confiftent with legi- 
bility, and not burdenfome to the 
meriiory. — Let each one pleafe him- 
felf.— *But as it is ufual in long-hand, 

K when 
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when a word has only its firft vowel 
exprefied^ to draw a dajh after it as a 
mark of deficiency; I (ball recom- 
mend a mark of deficiency in fhort- 
hand, equivalent to it; by which the 
firfi confonant of the word intended^ 
will be efFedually diftinguiflied from 
a mere alphabetical charadter, of 
courfe rendered incapable of repre* 
Tenting any word of the given lif{ of 
words, and at once (hown to have its 
interpretation in the connection. 

Let our mark of deficiency then be 
a dot, placed at the concluding point of 
n charaSier, in fuch a manner, that 
if the charafter was produced it 
would pafs through it. A p with 
this mark following it <^ will be 
equivalent to p ■ , a ^ ^^- to d , 

an f \ to f , &c. thus. By 

yefterday's ^ p we find that 

trade begins to revive at London • 
You may %/ d— — upon my promife. 

It 
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It is unjuft to punifli one who has 
committed no \ f— — 



'• t 



The pradticability and reafonablc- 
nefs of this fchcme fuggeft an im- 
provement> by which words cxpreiTed 
after this manner, may be rendered 
much more plain and intelligible, 
than thofe abbreviated by a correfpon- 
dent method in long-hand^ For fince 
it is proper, in mod cafes at leaf): ia 
which only the firft confonant of a 
w:ord is exprejGTed, to ufe a mark of 
deficiency, we may by placing it dif- 
ferently, or varying its form, make 
it reprcfent to what part of fpeech 
the abbreviated word belongs; and 
fhow whether it be adjedive, adverb^ 
fubftantive, and if fubftantive, whe- 
ther Angular or plural, &c, * In 

K 2 plates 

* Mr, Byy-om^s having no mark for a plural 
fubftantive is a great defedl: by writing an s Co 
exprefs plurality, and placing a dot at the point 
of joining, he fubjedts his Short-hand to perpe- 
tual 
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plates III. and IV. under the title 
Grammatical Marks I have (hewn 
thefe, their fituation and ufe; fo 
that I need not fpend much time here 
in explaining either. What I have 
principally to remark is. 

That no great accuracy is neceflary 
with refpedl to the adjeftive and ad- 
verb marks, but provided they be 
placed fo as to be clearly diftinguiflied 
from the vowel and fubftantive marks, 
which will eafily be done, they will 
be expreiTed with fufficient cxadtnefs 
for legibility. 

* The fubftantive plural mark is 
* ufed to exprefs alfo the poifeffivc 
^ cafe'; thus, if Gods were written ,a.f 
God*s would be expreiTed in the fame 
way. 

^The 

tual ambiguities ; feeing that in his Scheme, a 
dot placed at the point of joining between two 
confonants, fuggefts that each is^ the firft con- 
fonant of two fubftantives for which they rc- 
fpe£lively ftand, and that fome prepofition cometf 
between them. 
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< The fubftantive iingular, and (he 

* verb in the form of £he infinitive, 
^ may be cxprefled by the fame 

* mark'; for the conftruftion of our 
fentences will never permit a fub^ 
flantive to be miftaken for a verb, nor 
3 verb for a fubftantive. 

* The participle perfedt and paft 

* time of the verb may be reprefented 
^ by the fame mark'j both being 
ufually the very fame word. 

The adjedive mark in plate III, is 
the dot to the left; and the participle 
perfed: mark the ftroke which follows 
(he charadter there exhibited. 

From the participle prcfent of the 
verb, is often formed a fubftantive 
-which admits of a plural termina- 
tion ; from a regard to which deri- 
vation this kind of plural fubftantives 
are called in the plate participles plural 
in ings : not with grammatical ac- 
curacy I am fenfible, but becaufe I 
thought it beft to diftinguiih this 

K 3 fort 
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fort of derivative fubftantives from 
others. 

When ing has only one confonant 
regularly preceding it in the fame 
word, let them who ufe the gram- 
matical marks exprefs it by ngi by 
which means whenever the termina- 
tive ing / (hall appear after a finglc 
confonant it will be an infallible fign 
of its beinjg; a mark of deficiency as 
well as the reprefentative of ing. 

By means of thefe different marks,*' 
we render our fign of deficiency in 
fhort-hand, a much greater help to 
reading than that ufed in common 
writing ; and confequently this mode 
of abbreviation is with us, greatly 
preferable to that from which it is 

ta- 

* It is a fault in Mr, Byrom's Short-band 
that he places a dot both to the right and left, 
to diftinguifli his parts of fpeech ; for that which 
is to the right of a preceding chara£tcr, is to the 

left of a following one ; thus I , I Who can 

fay to which ftroke the dot belongs ? 
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taken** In the ufe of it two things 
are to be regarded— -Firft, * Not to 

* exprefs any words after this man- 
^ ner, but fuch as the* connection 
^ will readily fuggeft by this foiall 

* hint,* which is a circumftance 
that depends entirely upon the faga* 
city of the writer; who if he pro- 
ceeds cautioujly, will be perpetually 
difcovering that he may take greater 
and greater liberties. For as the 
charadlers grow familiar, and reading 
becomes habitual, his expertnefs in 
making out much from a little will 
encreafe. — Secondly, * that he do not 

* ufe tbefe marks, in cafes where 
^ they will really make a word lon-^ 

* ger, than if written by all its con- 

* fonants/ There is no fmall danger 
of this ; feeing apparent length pften 

K 4 flrikes 

* In writing after a fpcaker it will be fuffi^ 
cient to ufe the fubftantives marks alone, as ge- 
neral marks of deficiency : bi|t wben time will 
»llow kc the writer be more exa£t. 
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ilrikes the imagination more than 
reah, and I have ever found, that 
writers of Short-hand have been 
generally inclined to think that com- 
bination of charadters (liorteft, which 
is comprized in leaf): compafs, or 
which looks moft compaft. They 
will for inftance prefer + for length 
to — f , though there is no difference 
between them; and perhaps think r\ 
ihorter than z-^^, though it is in faft 
much longer. — But I (hall not en^ 
large upon this caution here, ad 
fbme things obferVed on Comparative 
Short'band in the Introdudtion, will 
I hope excite the attention, and afUfl 
the judgment of the learner on this 
fubjcdt.* 

Being 

* Even tbofe perfons who are unacquainted 
with grammar, may reap great advantages from 
learning thefe marks, provided they employ them 
as foDows. 

< If a word ending with s be to be abbreviated 
^ after the manner pointed out above, let them 

* annex 
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Being thus naturally led to convert 
the mark of deficiency into a real ad* 
vantage, for the more accurate repre* 
^ntation of fuch words, as on ac* 

count 

^ annex to it the fubftantive plural mark/ whicSi 
will fliow them, when they come tq read, thatt 
the word ends in x (as mod plurals do) thus r\ 
is equal to m— s. 

^ If it end in ed ufe the participle perfeSl: 
^ mark ;' -which will then be equivalent to a teN 
minative mark for^irrf, thus n\\ is equal td 

m ed. 

^ If it end in ly ufe the adverb mark/ whidk 
will then be a terminative mark equivalent td 
lyy thus r^ is the fame as m— — ly. 

< If it end in ing or ings ufe the marks l(St 
'^ thofe terminations refpe£lively / but remefib- 
ber to ufe ng and ngs for them (as above di>- 
reiSled) at the end of words which not bein{ 
abbreviated have but one confonant preceding 
either of thefe terminations : for they are never 
to be ufcd after a fingle confonant, but as figng 
of deficiency as well as terminative marks. 

^ Jf it end in none of thefe, ufe the fubftan- 
^ tive Angular or the adjective mark at pleafure, 
* as a mere mark of deficiency,* which will fur- 
niih as good a hint of the ]v?ord intended, K^ 
fbe break or dafli in long- hand* 
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count of the connection do not re- 
quire to be expreffed at full length ; 
it is alfo natural to go one ftep fur« 
ther : and as fome perfons from the 
nature of their profeflion^ be it what 
it will, find a greater ufe for one fet 
of words^ and others for another > it 
appears to be well worth the while 
of every writer of Short-hand, to 
commit a lift of fuch words to me- 
mory, to be expreffed by their firfl 
confonant and proper mark of defi- 
ciency ; which he may extend, if he 
pleafe, to every alphabetical charac- 
ter in its different fituation. To ex- 
plain my meaning more fully, the 
Divine may write b with its fubftan- 
live mark for beliefs the Phyfician for 
hrairiy the Lawyer for burglary ^ the 
Tradcfman for bankrupt^ &c. fo 4 
with the firft may be difcipkj with 
the fecond diaphragm^ with the next 
debenture^ with the laft dividend^ &c* 
pp-If fuch words be chofen as have an, 

adje&ive. 
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adjedive, adverb, &c. belonging to 
them, then they are to be confidered 
as forming part of the lift, and are to 
bd exprefled by the fame confonant 
with their refpeSlive marks of defi^ 
ciency ; thus if q^. ftand for godlinefs, • 
ojl will be godly, and o- godlily,* 
If it fhould be thought, that fuch a 
lift as we propofe will interfere with 
the general praflice of abbreviating 
Gccafional words after the fame man- 
ner; let it be obferved that only fucA 
occajional words are to be thus ex- 
prefled, as the connexion will de- 
cypher; and therefore it is impoflibic 
the propofed lift fhould interfere with 
this general praftice, if it be pro- 
perly diredled by the general rule. 
For if at any time connexion fhould 
lead to one of the words in the lift, 

this 

* The^adjeftive and adverb marks muft be fet 
fo much above or below the horizontal ftrokes, 
as in thefe inflances, that they cannot be mifla* 
ken for vowels, 
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this circumAance will render that 
word the more legible, feeing both 
memory and connection will concur to 
decypher it; and if the connection 
Should not evidently lead to it, it mud 
belong to the lift, and of courfe be 
kgible, if that has been thoroughly 
committed to mcmory.-^But as the 
^earner from an ambition of writing 
very concifely, may be apt to truft to 
connection, without fufHcient reafon 
to hope; for its afliilance, I think it 
proper here to advife all who may 
karn this Scheme of Short-hand, 
♦^ When they have any doubt 

♦* gONCERNING THE SAFETY OF 
** ABBREVIATING ANY WORD IN A 
^ SENTENCE TO WRITE IT AT 

** LENGTH;" for the expedition of 
our* Short-hand does not require us 
to facrifice legibility to it. After a 
fpeaker indeed, let them do as they 
pleafe; and when they have leifure 
they may fatisfy themfelves concern- 
ing 
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ing the prudence of abbreviating or 
not abbreviating a doubtful word 5 
but except in this cafe let the 
above dircSion be reiigioufly ob- 
ferved,— To what I have faid above 
concerning the propofed lift, I mufl 
add here that it cannot be burden^ 
fome to the memory, feeing it is to 
confift only of words very familiar to 
the writer, and all expreffed after 
one and the fame method ^ namely^ 
by their firft confonant and proper 
mark of deficiency. 

Having thus vindicated the pro- 
pofed Scheme, I fhall here prefent 
the reader with the liji of fubftantivet 
which I find moft ferviceable to my- 
felf ; and which I would recommend 
to perfons of the fame profeffion, as 
on the whole the beft perhaps which 
they can chufe. The verbs from 
which fome of them are derived, or 
which are derived from fome of them, 
arc inferted with them ; becaufe ac- 
cording 
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tording to rule they are cxprefied in 
the fame manner^ fee p. i33, 

f Blefs bleffing, f believe belief^ 
t> difficulty, ^j dodlrine,* 5^ advan- 
tage, 6N divide divifion, \ frequent 
frequency, a., godlinefs, q.. juftice, 
<r- glorify glory, o-. goodnefs, ^ hu- 
manize humanity, ^ covet covetouf- 
n^£%^ ^. confider confideration, <-. 
confequence, 6 liberality, P lament 
lamentation, ' ^ mortality, ^ mem- 
ber, \j nature, sj engage engage- 
ment, V prefent prefence, (. part, 
p qualify qualification, / repent re- 
pentance, fpirit, fenfe, I tem- 
per, ) world, ^. exemplify exam- 
ple, ^. except exception, ^ youth- 
fulnefs, C. cheer cheerfulnefs, ^ 
change, 9 fhame, s thank; fome of 
the contrafted charaftcrs may alfo be 
ufed for the fame purpofe if agree- 
able 

♦ When the fame charafter occurs twice, the 
firft is fuppofed to be written at the top of our 
fpace and the fecond at the bottom. 
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able to the learner ; thus, p may he 

charity, P cheat, / grace, c chrif- 
tian, \ thoughtfulnlefs. 

Each of the fubftantives in the a« 
bove lift, has fome adjedive or ad- 
verb, which may be expreflcd by the 
fame confonant in the fame fituation, 
with the addition of the adjedtive or 
adverb, inftead of the fubftantive 
mark; but as there are ufually more 
than one adjedive and adverb belong- 
ing to the fame tribe ox family (if I 
may be allowed the expreflion) to 
chufe out of, it becomes neceflary to 
lay down the following rule: * Seleft 

* that adjedive and adverb which 

* bears the greateft refemblance to 

* the fubftantive in its confonants*— 
according to which rule divi/ion, c. g, 
muft be acconipanied by divifiblej and 
divijibly (if the latter be a good Eng- 
lifti word).-^Each verb clafTed with 
any of the above fubftantivcs, either 
as a root or a derivative, furnifhes a 

participle 
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l^articiplc prefcnt and a participle pef-« 
left in a regular manner, thus from 
divide comes dividing (and perhaps 
HvidingsJ and divided', which com- 
plcat the number of words of this 
tribe, to be exprefled by their firft 
confonant and grammatical marks i 
thus, divide divifion «-n, divijible ^, 
4ivifibly e\ 9 dividing r^r , dividings r\f 
divided <^, . 

After this manner the lijl is to be 
compleated : but there is no need of 
writing it at full length ; bccaufe if 
the rule be properly attended to, the 
words which arc to be thus written 
cut of a whole clafs, will be inftantly 
di(lingui(hed — But in this particular 
let every one pleafe himfelf. 

By diligently profecuting one ad- 
vantage, we are often led to the dif- 
covery of fome other; this is verified 
jn the prefent inftancej for having 
found out a concife method of cx- 
prcffing the above words, which arc 

only 



( H5 ) 

only a part of the f amity of which 
the word divide i^ the Jlocky we are 
led to provide fome eafy method of 
exprefling the remainder^ This may 
be done after the following manner. 
We have feen that the word divide as 
the root of divijion^ &c. is expreHed 
thus rs ; now thb confonant and dot 
or mark of deficiency being a regular 
expr^ffion for this word, may reprci- 
fent it when only a part of a word 
as w^ll as when a compleat one: of 
courfe divide^r may be written r>/f 
divide-nd cfju,i^ divid^-able d^C » (tl^ 
termination being disjoined as ufual) 
divid-ant c^s^i divid^ual ri. Hence 
we form this general rule: * The 
root of any fubftantive, or the fub- 
ftantive itfelf being a root^ expreffed 
by its firft confonant and the fubftan« 

L tive 

* A fmall ftroke is to be drawn through in 
fttch inftances as this^ where the dot (hcfuld be ; 
becaufe the dot would not be fulGciently diftinA 
for want of an angular joining. 
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fiantive Angular mark (hall reprefent 
that root^ not only when written 
fingly, but alfo in compofition* 

If a prepofition come before any 
word cxpreffed by its firft confonant 
and grammatical mark^ whether 
fiiigly or in compofition, it may be 
reprefented as ufual/ thus write /«- 
divifible ^^ ; undivided ^^m ^ indi-* 
vidual ^r{y individuation ^rT^ indivi^ 
duality ^^^ .— — 

It. is very common for a derivative 
adjedive to be the root of fome deri- 
vative fubftantive ; e. g. from divtji-- 
ble come divijibility and divijiblenefs i 
now the mark for divifible above^ fur- 
nifhes as regular a root for thefe^ as 
rv does for divide, ^nd they may 
therefore be written divifibility ^\ , 

divifiblenefs ^^ ^ • . 

* Words thus expreflcd may alfo 
have a prepofition prefixed;' thus, 
indivijibility k^c\\ $ indivifiblenefs 



Sr^^,^• 
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If a word, belonging to any one 
clafs ; of words expreffed after this 
method, will not be regularly repre- 
fen ted by any of the above rules, 
write it at lengthy as divifar. 

By the above rules not lefs than 
five or fix hundred words, whofe 
roots are all contained in the above 
lift, are greatly abbreviated ; and at 
the fame time written in the moft 
accurate manner.— And I am per- 
fuaded however difficult thefe rules 
may appear to a reader 9 they will be 
found very eafy in praSliee. The in- 
ftances I have given are the moft djffi^ 
cult of any that refult from the ufc 
of the lift of fubftantives. 

Having feen above, that a word 
exprefied by its firft confonant and 
grammatical mark, may take a pre- 
pofition before it ; it appears reafon- 
able after writing a prepofition> to 
exprefs the remainder of any word 
by the firft confonant with its proper 

L 2 mark. 
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mark, according to the part of 
fpeech to which it belongs, in all 
cafes in which the connection will 
render the word fufficiently legible, 
without writing more of it. That 
fuch cafes will occur, the following 
inftances will abundantly (how ; She 
ruined her c-( . comp ■ ■ with rouge. 
He prefents r-C. comp«— -s and thanks 
for your favours. They are fo alike' 

that it is dif&cult to difl ^| 

between thera. Diji"^ — according 
to the rules refpeding the lift of fub- 
ilantives may be diftemper ; but who 
would even think of fuch a word in 
the above conne£tioa? ^ 

* If a word begin with a prepo- 
fition, and the connection will not, 

decypher 

*' There are fo few inftances of words con- 
iifting anly of a prepofitton and (ingle confonant 
that in' general the mark of deficiency may be 
omitted in fuch cafes, (except the plural fub- 
ftantive mark) by which many words will be 
fully d[iftinguiflied from thofe on the lift of Aib- 
ftatttives. 
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decypher it, unlefs more than the 
prepofition and following confonantt 
with or without the mark of deii* 
cicncy be expreffed, either, write the 
whole, or as much as you judge 
fufficient, with, a due regard to con* 
ncftion, to point out the word in- 
tended/ — In this cafe it will fre- 
quently be fufficient to add the vowel 
immediately following as r-C for 
competition^ oxjl^ if that follow with-^ 
out an intermediate vowel, as 3 for 
circumjlance. 

* Words which have no prepofition 
before them, if the connexion will 
not readily decypher them, when ex- 
preffcd by their firft confonant and 
proper mark of deficiency, muft be 
either abbreviated by fome following 
rule or written at length/ 

* Words ending with a termina-.. 
tion preceded by more than one con« 
fonant, may have a mark of defi- 
ciency, inftead of the terminative 

L 3 cha* 



( ISO ) 

charafter;* thus AJ reafbh for 

reafonabkhefsy V^ hard for hard-- 

nejsf ^ differ— for different, &cc.* 
So at any time thefe marks may fol- 
low the root of a word, as y fair— • 
for fairly. 

'* If a word whofe termination is 
dropped be a plural fubftantive, the 
plural mark mud be fet at the begin- 
ning of the Jirji confonant in the 
word/ thus for exhortations write '^ 
exhort s.'f 

In fome cafes the conneftion it- 
felf points out the termination of a 
word fo' clearly, that it is impoflible 
for the reader to miflake it; and 

quite 

* The writer after all may exprefs tht termU 
nation if he pleafe : it will make little difference 
in point of time. — The termination (bould al- 
ways be exprefled when a long vowel immedi- 
ately precedes it as employment ^^^ not '^-«- 

t In this cafe the <^ cannot belong to the 
lift of fubftantives; for if it did it muft be a 
plural fubftantive; but plural fubftantives will 
nevtr admit of xncreafe at the end. 



( 151 V 

quite needlefs to write either that, or 
the grammatical mark. In fuch fen- 
tcnces as thefe, connexion is it/elf t\it 
lign of deficiency ; He was very clofe- 
ly engage in bufinefs. We had enters 
tain them very elegantly. They were 
walk in the fields. Study amufed and 
refrejh him. He delight in fhort- 
hand. Thoxx /peak too loud. Few 
readers will require to be told, that 
the words above, printed in Italics, 
are to be read refpedively, engaged^ 
entertained^ walking, refrejhed, delights^ . 
fpeakefi. 

Thefe inftances flicw the rcafon- 
ablenefs of the following rules : 
* Omit the diftinguiihing termina- 
tions of the firfl: and fecqnd perfons 
of the verb,' for connection will al- 
ways fupply their place. 

* When conneftion requires a par- 
ticiple prefent or perfedt the diftin- 
guifhing termination of each may be 
dropped,' 

L 4 As 
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As the connexion itfelf ferves for 
a mark of deficiency in the inftances 
laft given^ it will alfo anfwer this 
purpofe in others. Connexion often 
renders it unnecefTary, when a word 
begins with a vowels to exprefs more 
than that vowel and the following- 
confonant ; e. g. On that fubjeft he 
gave his Qp ■ . very freely. It is an 
affair which requires to be particu- 
larly atrrr—r to* It is faid the K — ? 
intends to give his el y doraiinions 

to his fecond fon, the fi— of Os r-.* 

J fhall not multiply examples^ but 
muft' obferve here, that we may make 
this mode of abbreviating of vaf): fer- 
vice to the expedition of our Short- 
hand, if we cotQOxit to memory a 
num^ber of words (greater or lefs at 
pleafure) that frequently occur, to 
. be exprefTed by their firft vowel and 

con- 

* If a word thus abbreviated be a plural fub- 
ftantive, the proper mark muft be added ; as X . 
Op 8 for opinions. 
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confonant } thus jT may be abroad^ 
f about, af^h'ti^ of * often, "^ ac- 
tion, V-: according accordingly, ok 
occafion, .1 almoft, *? always, im (at 
top) immediately, im (at bottom) im- 
pofiible, in (at top) into, on (at bot- 
tom) only, un (at bottom) unt6, op 
apart, op open, ^^ acquaint, ^x afide, 
es in (the middle) thefe, is (in the 
middle) this, os (at bottom) thofe, us 
(at bottom) thus,'f* «// utmoft, ex (at 
top) extremely, ex (at bottom) ex- 
ceflively, &c. &c. A few abbrevia- 
tions of this kind committed to me- 
mory cannot be burdenfome, and the 
greater number we ufe of theni, the 
more expeditious the fhort-hand will 
J)e rendered. Thofe which are here 

inferted 

^ This cannot be miftakcn for of the fign of 
the poflef&ve cafe, for / reprefents that 5 and in 
inftaqces in which thefe words feem to form 
others, thofe others are written by a fingle aipha^ 
helical chara£ler each. 

f Thefe /d«r, though fomewhat irregular, arc 
extremely convenient. 
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infertcd are made ufe of in the uiw 
Bumbered fpecitnens. When a few 
of them are become familiar to a 
learner, he will naturally wifh to 
encreafe their number; and this he 
may fafely do, if he be careful not to 
exprefs different words by the fame 
vowel and confonant in the fame fi- 
tuation ; or if he ventures to do this, 
provided he be cautious that they be 
words which connexion will always 
diftinguin^. 

As words which begin with a vowel 
will often be fufficiently defcribed by 
that vowel and the following confo- 
nant ; fo words which begin with a 
confcnant followed immediately by a 
vowel, will often be fufHciently ex- 
preiTed by that confonant and vowel : 
thus, A Monarchy is the bed form 
of Go- for a people who have 

loft their virtue. We were at a fine 
concert of mu— laft night. — And to 
give a fentence from the laft para- 
graph 
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graph more contraftcd— It is. faid the 
K intends to give his el— — 

do s ij, to his fecond fon the B— 
of Os ' "■ , By this method, as well 
as by the preceding, vaft numbers of 
familiar words may be ufefully con* 
trailed ; thus f before, p become, 
^ hardly, ^ likewife, p likely^ ^^ 
many, ^ perpetual perpetually, C pe- 
culiar peculiarly, /• real really reality, 

/• every, (in the middle) fome- 

thing, (at the bottom) fometimes, 

_. (at the bottom) fince. Thefe in- 
ftances, v^hich may be encreafed as 
much as the learner fhall fee fit, are 
praftifed in the unnumbered fpcciT 
mens. 

As a dafli is drav^n in common 
writing after a confonant, or vowel 
and confonant for a fign of deficiency 
at the end of a word ^ fo the begin- 
ning and end of a word are fre- 
quently written, and the da{h or mark 
of deficiency drawn between them; 

to 
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to (hew that fomething is wanting i 
Ac middle: thus Un——ity for Uni4 

«rfiiy J ar ary for arbitrary, &c*i 

This praAice may be imitated in 
&ort-hand ; and if in any cafe the 
firfi vowel and confonant of a word 
be thought infufficient, we may drop 
the middle, and add the termination: 
and fince there are very few words 
which confift only of a vowel, con> 
fonant and termination} the unufual- 
nefs of the appearance will ferve to 
fuggeft deBcie^ncy i and the begin- 
ning and end being given, will Ihow i 
that the word' is deticient in the mij-^i 
JUi thus f,-^ banifliment, '~'\ for] 

curiofity, // ar ary for arbitrary, 

&c.<^If at any time a real word 
fliould by this means be fully repre- 
fented, yet the connedioa will pre- 
vent miHakes and even hefitatioo; 
thus '^\ for univerfity is alfo unity, 
but 
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but who can miftake the one for the 
other ? * 

^ If a word begin with a con(b« 
nant the following vowel may often 
be dropped, and the termination feC 
after the confonant alone;' thus (r^ 
may ferve for punijhment *, the con- 
nexion fupplying the place of the 
intermediate dafh in long-hand. 

A fimilar method of contraction in 
ufe in long-hand, is to exprefs only 
the firfl; and laft confonant of a word, 
with a dafli in the middle f to fhow it 
to be deficient /i6^r^— This pradlicc 
we may ealily imitate s and this mode 
of contraction though entirely new" 

in 

* When the words to be written by this rule 
begin with a horizontal charaAer, placing it at 
the bottom with a vowel preceding or following, 
will clearly diftinguiih it from a prepofition, and 
ferve aa a fufficient hint of the word's being ab- 
breviated after the manner above direSed 3 thus 
vj"! for univerfityy ^^\ for ctvilitj: for by « 
foregoing rule a prepofition muft have no vow^l 
prefixed or fubjoined. 



^-\ 
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in fhort-hand^ feems in the inftances 
in which it may be employed^ the 
beft calculated for brevity with expe^ 
dition of all others, except the repre- 
fenting of particular words by a fingle 
alphabetical character. In order to 
diftinguifh words thus abbreviated, 
obferve 

, Firft, ' If the charadlers be both 
horizontal to place them at the bot-> 
torn of the fpace ; the peculiarity of 
which fituatipn . (for the top is by rule 
regarded as th6 natural place) will 
fcrve as a mark of deficiency ; thus 
y& -o in. that fituation may be writ- 
ten for certain, and will' be equal to 
c n, kn for concern, mn for main- 
tain; or for other words as occafion 
may require; due regard being had 
to connection as the means of inter- 
preting. 

Secondly, * If one of the charac- 
ters be horizontal and the other not, 
join them by an angle (inftcad of run- 
ning 
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niiig one into another, as direftcd by 
the general rule for joining) if they 
will admit of it, as a iign of defi* 
ciency in the middle ; thus. Doctor 
e/. Matter 9> &c. Thefe may alio 
Hand for any other words which con- 
nection will dccypher, and of which 
thefe are the firft and laft confonants; 
thiis, Chrift came to d— r e/ us from 
fin. He was committed to Newgatef 
for in^ r 9 &c. 

Thirdly, When the characters will 
not admit of fuch a joining, they 
may be written in an unufual man- 
ner, to fuggeft that they are the flrft 
and laft confonants of a word; thus 
V is for, but > f— r may be former; 
fo ^ may (land for proper or plea* 
fure, > k ■ r for character, > 
h ■ r for harbour, &c. 

Fourthly, When the characters will 
not be diftinguiflied by any of thefe 
ways, they may be disjoined ; the 
firft being written at the top of the 

fpace. 
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fpace» and the laft dircdly under i(^ 
to prevent its being miftaken for a 
termination; thus write X b-— n 
for between ; v^ r n for return ; 

/\ r 1 for retreat ; or for 'other 

words which connexion will decy*- 
pher. 

To words thus written the . plural 
qr poffeffive s may be added y as,, re«^ 
turns \Ir- ; and either terminative or 
grammatical marks^ as proper or con- 
venient ; thus oyf equal to d— — red 

for delivered, or. 0/ equal to m -r- 

iftg for murdering— This lafl: direc- 
tioii fuppof<es, , that Jt may be Cjmc* 
times moft cpnyenient to write the 
firfl and laft confonant of a root, in-* 
ftead of a whqle, word* 

Great ufe may be made of this 
rule, if the learner pleafe, for . the 
purpofe of abbreviating cqtpmpn 
words; thus X may always be ie^ 
iween, >. former^ u^ neither^ s^y- (at 
bottom) unJe/s, L perhaps^ ..^ (at 

bot- 
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bottom) /eldom, > further^ &c. &c* 
Thefe inftances are prad:ifed in the 
unnumbered fpecimens, and may be 
increafed at the pleafure of the 
Iqarner, 

Repetition is to be exprefled by 
placing fo many dots at the bottom 
of the word to be repeated, as there 
are to be repetitions of it : thus ^ 
for holy, holy, holy. 

If a whole fentence be to be repeat- 
ed, draw a line below all but the lafl; 
word of it, and fet as many dots under 
the lafl, as there are to be repetitions 
of the fentence : thus I k" \ I 4 $ 

_ k • • 

the temple of the Lord, the temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord. 

By one or other of the above rules 
all the words in any fentence, which 
the connexion will permit to be ab- 
breviated, may be written very con- 
cifely. 

Thofe which begin with a confo- 
nant, m^y be exprefled by their firft: 

M con- 



( i64) 
work with attentioni and to imprint 
the rules upon his memory ••-*-I fhal) 
take leave of him with the following 
advice of Mr. Bjrom, 

Take time enough \ all other graces 
Will foofi fill up their proper places. 
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^51^* If the expreffions for words in 
the Short-hand Specimens be in 
any inftance thought too much ab- 
hreviatedi the Learner is deiired 
to take notice, that they arc not 
prefcribed: The author thinks them 
fufficient for his own reading ;*— 
but every writer is to judge for 
himfelf. 
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by a report which the party who is at 
the pains to propagate it, beholds 
with much feik)w-feeling, that (he 
is heartily forry for it, hopes in God 
it is nqt true j however as Archbifliop 
billot/on wittily obferves upon it, is 
refolved in the mean time to give the 
report her pafs, that at lead it may 
have fak p^^y* to take its fortune in 
the; world, to' be believed or not . ac- 
cprding to the charity of thofe into 
whofe hands it (hall happen to fall— - 
So fruitful is this vice in experiments 
to fati^td as well as difguife itfelf. 
But i^ thcfe fmoother wieapona cut 
fo fore» what fhall we fay of open 
and unbluQ^ing fcandal, fubjedied to 
no (^auti.oa, tied down to tso re- 
ilraints? If the one like an arrow 
fhot in the dark, does fo much fecret 
mifchief, this, like the peAilence 
which rageth at noon-day, fweeps all 
before ij,^ levelling without diftindtion 
the good, and the. bad; a thoufand 

fall 
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fall befide it, and ten thoufand on its 
right-hand, they fall, fo rent and 
torn, in this tender part of them, fo 
unmercifully butchered, as fometimcs 
never to recover either the wounds or 
the anguifli of heart which they have 
occafioned. — But there is nothing fo 
bad which will not admit of fome- 
thing to be faid in its defence 
And here it may be afked, whether 
the inconveniences and ill effedts 
which the world feels from the li« 
centioufnefs of this praAice, are not 
fufficiently counterballanced by the 
real influence it has upon mens lives 
and condudt ? That if there was no 
evil-fpeaking in the world, thoufands 
would be encouraged to do ill, and 
would ru(h into many indecorums 
like a horfe into the battle, were they 
fure to efcape the tongues of men^ 
That if we take a general view of the 
world, we fhall find that a great deal 
of virtue, at leafl of the outward ap- 
pearance 
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hibitlon. In many cafes 'tis, hard to 
exprefs ourfclves fo as to fix a diftinc* 
tion betwixt oppofite characters, and 
fbmetimes it may be as much a debt 
we owe to virtue, and as great a piece 
of juftice to expofe a vicious cha- 
rafter, and paint it in its proper co- 
lours, as it is to fpeak well of the 
deferving, and defcribe bis particular 
virtues. And, indeed when we in- 
flict this punifliraent upon the bad 
merely out of principle, and without 
indulgences to any private paffion of 
our own, 'tis a cafe which happens 
fo feldom, that one might venture to 

except it. However to thofe who 

in this objedtion are really concerned 
for the caufe of virtue, I cannot help 
recommending what would much 
more effedtually ferve her intereft, 
and be a furer token of their zeal and 
attachment to her. And that is, in 
all fuch plain inftances, where it 

feems 
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feems to be a duty to fix a dlftifidiiari 
betwixt the good and the bad,' to. let 
their actions fpeak it^ inflead of theiif 
words 5 or at leafl to let them both 
fpeak one language. We all of us 
talk fo loud againft vicious charaders^ 
and are fo unanimous in our cry a- 
gainft them^ that an unexperienced 
man, who only trufled his ears, would 
imagine the whole world was in an 
uproar about it, and that mankind 
were all affociating together, to hunt 
vice out of the world. Shift the 
fcene, and let him behold the recep^ 
tion which vice meets with, he will 
fee the conduift and behaviour of the 
world towards it, fo oppofite to their 
declarations^ he will find all he heard 
fo contradidled by what he faw, as to 
leave him in doubt, which of his 
fenfes he is to truil, or in which of 
the two cafes mankind were really 
iA earneft. Was there virtue enough 

in 
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in the world to make a general (land 
^gainft this contradiftion ; that is, 
was every one who deferved to ht 
ill-fpoken of^ fare to be ill -looked 
on too ; was it a certain confequencd 
of the lofs of a man's character, to 
lofe his friends, to lofe the advan- 
tages of his birth and fortune, and 
thenceforth be univerfally fliunned, 
univerfally flighted ; was no quality a 
fhelter againil the indecorums of the 
pther fex, but was every woman 
without diflindtion who had juftly 
forfeited her reputation, from that 
moment was fhe fure to forfeit like- 
wife all claim to civility and refped; 
or in a word, could it be eftabliflied 
as a law in our ceremonial, that 
wherever charadlers in either fex were 
become notorious, it fhould be deem- 
ed infamous either to pay or receive 

^ a vifit from them, and the door were 

to be (hut dgainft them in all public 

* places. 
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places^ till they had fatisfied the 
world, by giving teftimony of a bet- 
ter: A few fuch plain and honeft 
maxims faithfully put in practice, 
would force us upon fomc degree of 
reformation. Till this is done, it 
avails little that we have no mercy 
upon them with our tongues, fince 
they efcape without feehng any other 
inconvenience. — We all cry out that 
the world is corrupt, and I fear too 
juftlyi but we never refledt what we 
have to thank for it, and that our 
open countenance of vice, which gives 
the lye to our private cenfures of it, 
is its chief protedtion and encourage- 
ment. To thofc however who ftill 
believe that evil-fpeaking is fome 
terror to evil doers, one may anfwer 
as a great man has done upon the 
occafion, that after all our exhorta- 
tions againil it, 'tis not to be feared 
but that there will be evil-fpeaking 

enough 
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enough left in the world to chaftifo 
the guilty : and we may fafcly truft 
them to an ill-natured world, that 
there will be no failure of juftice 
upon this fcore* The paffions of 
men are pretty fevere executioners^ 
and to them let us leave this ungrate- 
ful tafk, and rather ourfelves endea* 
vour to cultivate that more friendly 
One recommended by the apoflle, of 
letting all bitternefs, and wrath, and 
clamour, and evil-fpeaking, be put 
away from us, of being kind to one 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Chrift's 
fake forgave us. Amen. 

Torick^s Sermons ; Vol, II. Ser. XI. 

PERSEV^iR AN C E. 

Perfeverance keeps honour bright : 



To have done, is to hang quite out of fafliion. 
Like rufty mail in monumental mockery. 
For honour travels in a ftreight fo narrow. 
Where one but goes abreaft: keep then the path ; 

For 
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For Emulation bath a thoufand fons^ 
That one by one purfue ; if you give way^ 
Or turn afide from the dired forth-right. 
Like to an cntred tide, tbfcy all ruih by, . 
And leave you hindermoft ; and there you lie, 
liike to a gallant horfe fall'n in firft rank. 
For pavement to the abjcA rear, o'er-run 
And trampled on ; then what they do in prefent, 
Tho^ lefs than your's in paft, muft o'ertop your's* 
For Time is like a fafliionable boft. 
That (lightly (bakes his parting gueft by th' hand^ 
But with bis arms out-ftretch'd, as he would fly, 
Grafps in the comer ; Welcome ever fmiles. 
And Farewel goes out fighing, 

Xroilus and Crejfuku 
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